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Find us online: 
 

www.whimplenews.uk 

 

April/May 2025  

Whimple News 

 

Summer is on the way!  

(Photo credit New Fountain FB page} 
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Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for info on upcoming 
events, such as quiz nights, open mic and live music. 

Sat. 
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Hello Whimple News Readers,  
 
Spring into Action! 
 

As the days grow longer and the gardens bloom with life, spring is finally here in 
our beloved Devon village. It’s that time of year when we shake off the winter 
cobwebs, embrace the fresh air, and - let’s be honest - start making bold 
gardening plans we’ll only half complete. But whether you’re planting tulips or 
simply enjoying the seasonal sunshine from a well-positioned garden bench, 
there’s plenty to keep you entertained this season. 
 

Events Not to Miss! 
 

Whimple Fest 2025: Mark your calendars, folks! This year’s Whimple Fest is set for 
5th July (see page 8 for details). A celebration of local food, drink, music, and 
merriment—basically, all the best things in life wrapped into one glorious 
summer’s day. 
 

Ottery St Mary Choral Society’s Easter Concert: A special mention goes to our 
tuneful neighbours at Ottery St Mary Choral Society, who are hosting an evening 
event on Saturday, 12th April at 19:30. An evening of zero-effort listening—simply 
sit back, soak in the harmonies, and let others do all the hard work (see page 22). 
 

Meet the Man Behind the Grass: Ever wondered who keeps our football pitch 
looking tip-top? Check out Ten Questions with Whimple Football’s Groundsman 
on page 22—because good turf doesn’t just happen, people! 
 

Easter Church Services: For those looking to celebrate the season in a more 
reflective way, page 24 lists all our local church services across the Easter period. 
 

Fancy a Film Night? The Front Row Club (page 41) is your go-to for a social 
evening with the silver screen. Pick a flick, grab some popcorn, and enjoy a night 
out without the cinema prices. 
 

So, whatever your springtime plans - whether it’s belting out hymns, basking in 
festival fun, or just mastering the art of the perfect lawn stripe - there’s something 
for everyone. 
 

Enjoy the season, and see you out and about! 
 

Happy Easter all    
 

Sam x 
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  Chimneys 

Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
“All your chimney needs” 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 

registered Company 
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What’s On In Whimple 
 
April  
Wed 2nd: Heritage Centre reopens for the summer. 12 – 4pm Wed and Sat. 
Sat 5th:  Front Row Club. Victory Hall. Film starts 7.30pm. £5 on door non-members 
Sun 6th:  Open Mic Night. New Fountain. From 7pm. 
Mon 7th:  HS volunteers' get-together at the New Fountain 11am-12noon 
Mon 7th:  Surgery with District Councillor Todd Olive at the Hive, opp TF, 4 - 7pm. 
Tue 8th:  WI. 2pm The Hub The Art of pressing flowers - Sarah Pepper 
Tue 8th:  HMS Pinafore rehearsal. Whimple Cricket Club. 7.30 – 9pm (TBC) 
Sat 12th:  Churchyard Clear Up at St Mary’s. Volunteers needed. 
Sun 13th:  Cash Bingo: New Fountain. 7.30pm. Book a table 
Tue 15th:  HMS Pinafore rehearsal. Whimple Cricket Club. 7.30 – 9pm (TBC) 
Sat 19th:  Coffee and Cake back at St Marys until Oct 25th. Every Sat 10.15 – 12pm. 
Sun 20th:  Quiz Night. New Fountain Inn. 7.30pm. 
Tue 22nd: HMS Pinafore rehearsal. Whimple Cricket Club. 7.30 – 9pm 
Tue 22nd: Whimple Parish Council meeting. Victory Hall. 7pm. All welcome. 
Fri 25th:  Junior training starts at the Cricket Club until 18th July. 
Sat 26th:  Soup and Sarnie in the Victory Hall. 12md to 1.30pm 
Tue 29th:  HMS Pinafore rehearsal. Whimple Church. Time TBC. 
Wed 30th:Whimple Community Choir restarts. St Mary’s at 7pm. All welcome. 
 

May  
Thurs 1st: Voting for Devon County Council election. Victory Hall. 
Fri 2nd:  HMS Pinafore performance. Whimple Church. 7pm. Ticketed event. 
Sat 3rd:  HMS Pinafore performance. Whimple Church. 7pm. Ticketed event. 
Sun 4th:  Open Mic Night. New Fountain. From 7pm. 
Mon 5th:  Surgery with District Councillor Todd Olive at the Hive, opp TF, 4 - 7pm. 
Sat 10th:  Front Row Club. Victory Hall. Film starts 7.30pm. £5 on door non-members 
Sun 11th:  Cash Bingo: New Fountain. 7.30pm. 
Sun 11th:  Visit to RHS Rosemoor with Whimple Gardening Club. 
Tue 13th:  WI. 2pm at The Hub Tea and cake AGM 
Mon 12th: HS volunteers' get-together at the New Fountain 11am-12noon 
Sun 18th:  Quiz Night. New Fountain Inn. 7.30pm. 
Mon 19th: Whimple Parish Council AGM. Victory Hall. 7pm. All welcome. 
Fri 30th:  The Bar Steward Sons of Val Doonican. Whimple Victory Hall. 8pm 
Sat 31st:  Soup and Sarnie in the Victory Hall. 12md to 1.30pm 
 

June  
Sun 1st:  Open Mic Night. New Fountain. From 7pm. 
Mon 2nd: HS volunteers' get-together at the New Fountain 11am-12noon 
Mon 2nd: Surgery with District Councillor Todd Olive at the Hive, opp TF, 4 - 7pm. 
Fri 6th:  Egg catching at the Cricket Club. Registration from 6pm. BBQ and bar. 
Sun 8th:  Cash Bingo. New Fountain. 7.30pm 
Tue 10th:  WI. 2pm at The Hub. In the mood, or dancing through the War - Dr. F. E. 

Burroughes  
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From Sam - our editor: 
 

It is with great sadness that we learn that Rory has passed away, 

so there will be no article from The Stores in this issue. 
 

On behalf of everyone involved with the News, and the  

entire village, we want to send our deepest love, thoughts and  

support to Rory’s family. 
 

He was a cherished part of our community, and we are holding 
you all close to our hearts during this difficult time. 

With warmth and care,  

The Whimple News Team. 



 

8 

   WHIMPLE FEST 25  

Your community-driven FREE Event 

SATURDAY 5th JULY 12-5.30pm 

Whimple Parish Field 

 

 

SOME OF OUR LINE-UP SO FAR THIS YEAR! 

Welcome  to: -  

Craft with Chloe (Award winning Author/Illustrator),  

Chi-Quilibrium (Tarot /Reiki),  

Fortitude Health Pilates,  

JW Dance (2 performances),  

NEW Kids’ Zone with Bouncy Castle,  

Ace Face Fantasy Face Painting,  

Treasure Hunt 

Little Cottage Massage,  

Local Beekeepers,  

Mr Bubbles, Ottery  

Taekwondo demos,  

Local band Upper Hand and more!  

Of course we have LOCAL FOOD, TEA TENT & CAKES, 

ICECREAMS, BAR and CRAFT STALLS. PLUS RAFFLE,  

TOMBOLAS, BOOKS, DIG FOR VICTORY, SKITTLES, STALLS, 

DEMOS, TALKS, & MUSIC etc. 
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Can you help? We always need extra 

volunteers. Can you spare just 1 hour on 

the day? Or helping with set up/take 

down? Do you have a stall?  

Can you donate a prize?  
 

Do you run a local group?  
We have funds to give you!!          

 
Contact sue.turner1@sky.com 

 

SAVE THE DATE -JOIN THE FUN!      

SUPPORT WHIMPLE  

mailto:sue.turner1@sky.com
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or 07712 120635 
 

 or email: barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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Parish Council 

 Councillor Alan McArthur 

The Parish Council remembers Cllr. Alan McArthur 
who sadly passed away recently.  Cllr. McArthur 
dedicated 22 years of service to his local community 
and during his time on the Council he had been the  

Vice-Chair since 2013 and the Chair since May 2023.   

Cllr. McArthur will be much missed by everyone involved with the Council. 
 

Councillor co-option 

The Parish Council welcomes newly co-opted councillors Sarah Johnson, Lynda 
Patrick and Angela Trimblett. 
 

The Parish Council still has two vacancies so if you are interested in joining the 
Council please get in touch. 
 

Community Speed Watch Initiative 

The Community Speed Watch Initiative went live on Monday 24 March, with 
volunteers anticipated to start monitoring speeds in several locations from the 
end of March 2025. 

This will build up an evidence base regarding the volume and speeds of traffic 
through the Village.  This can be presented to Devon County Council Highways 
to consider in terms of speed limits and traffic calming measures, and East 
Devon District Council to consider in respect of any planning applications in the 
Village that come forward.  The results will also be announced on the Whimple 
What’s On Facebook page. 
 

Play Area in Town Lane or the Parish Field 

The Council has been working on a project to deliver a children’s play area for 
younger children in Town Lane.  Recently there have been problems with the 
play equipment in the Parish Field and this also needs to be replaced.  The 
Parish Council doesn’t have enough funding to install a new play area in Town 
Lane and also replace the play equipment in the Parish Field.  So, a decision has 
to be made, which we would like public feedback on please. 
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The options are: 
 

Option 1 – The Council replaces the play equipment in the Parish Field and turns 
the Town Lane site into a community/mindfulness garden with benches, picnic 
tables, flowers and trees. 
 

Option 2 – The Council continues with the play area for younger children at the 
Town Lane site and removes the play equipment from the Parish Field (leaving the 
Pump Track only). 
 

The Parish Council would welcome your feedback.  Please send it to 
clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Something else to consider is that East Devon District Council are upgrading the 
Slewton Crescent Play Area this year which is aimed at younger children.  

Calling local suppliers 

The Council is looking for quotes from local tradespeople for the following work: 

Removal of rotten furniture & equipment in the Town Lane play area 

Cutting back overhanging trees in the Town Lane play area 

Cutting back and removing the brambles and foliage in the Parish Car Park 

If you are interested in quoting, please contact the Parish Clerk for further 
information. 

Contacting the Council 

If you have any questions on any of the above information or anything else please 
do get in touch – clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Amy Tregellas 

Whimple Parish Clerk 

Website: www.whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Email: clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk 

We are also contactable on Facebook  

 

Whimple Community Choir 

Starting again Wednesday 30th April 

7pm - 8:30pm St Mary’s Church 

Everyone is Welcome! 

mailto:clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk
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BRICKWORK&MASONRY 

New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hard landscape-repairs 

 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email – mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 
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Dear neighbour 
I imagine that, by the time you read this, it will be that time of 
year again – campaigning for Devon County Council elections 
on May 1st will be in full swing.  

It would be wrong of me to use this space for political reasons, 
but I wanted to start by making a plea – whoever you vote for, 
please do vote. Fewer than half of people normally vote in 
local elections – as opposed to around 70% of people who 
vote in General Elections – despite local government making 
spending decisions for around 20% of public spending in the UK. Locally, Devon 
County Council’s budget is just shy of two billion pounds a year – compared to 
East Devon’s less than thirty million. All that is to say: local elections matter too! 

If you’re not registered to vote, there’s still time: you can do so until 11:59pm on 
Friday 11th April. You can do this online in around five minutes by visiting 
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote, or if you would prefer to do this via a paper form, 
you can download the form via the same link, or if you’re unable to do so then 
you can contact East Devon’s elections team on 01395 571529. 

If you still want to vote but won’t be able to vote in person on May 1st, you can 
register for a postal vote until 5pm on 14th April 2025. Visit www.gov.uk/apply-
postal-vote, or if you’d prefer to apply with a paper form, this can be obtained via 
the link or by contacting the elections team. 

Work at East Devon over the last few months has been dominated by two big-
ticket items: the Local Plan, which many of you will know has been through the 
first of two so-called ‘Regulation 19’ consultations that I reported on previously – 
and the government’s plan for reorganisation of local government. 

On the first of those: by the time you read this, the ‘Regulation 19’ consultation on 
the Local Plan will have recently closed, but you can continue to follow updates 
via www.eastdevon.gov.uk/local-plan. There will also be a second ‘Regulation 19’ 
consultation later this year, which will look at plans for the second new 
community at Farringdon – including the work East Devon has been doing to 
learn the lessons of developer-led Cranbrook – as well as some other important 
topics, like how East Devon is going to control new development. In light of 
evidence we have commissioned around sewage capacity and South West Water 
investment plans. 

Local government reorganisation – as I reported last edition – will eventually see 
East Devon and Devon County councils abolished (along with the other six district 
councils and one city council in Devon), and replaced by a new ‘unitary’ authority. 
Since my last update, various specific proposals have been put forward for what 
that configuration might look like – East/West splits, North/South splits, and so on. 
East Devon, for its part, has backed a model that would see our area put together 
with Mid Devon, Exeter, North Devon, and Torridge.  

http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
http://www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
http://www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/local-plan
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Most significantly, though, you might have seen news that Exeter City have 
been pursuing their own plan – which would see Exeter effectively take over 
parts of East Devon, Mid Devon, and Teignbridge. We don’t yet know whether 
Exeter’s ambitions would extend as far as Whimple – but I wanted to be very 
clear that I will be strongly opposing any proposal that would see our rural area 
being absorbed into an “Exeter+” unitary council, dominated by the concerns 
and needs of the city. 

Lastly, I regret that my Monday morning surgery sessions, on the third Monday 
of every month, will no longer be available. I’ve tried to keep this slot open and 
free despite taking on a new full time job but it’s proving increasingly difficult to 
protect this time – and I am keen to avoid missing or disappointing people that 
come along. My Monday evening surgeries, 4pm to 7pm on the first Monday of 
every month, in the usual place, no appointment needed, will be continuing – 
and as always, I’m happy to arrange other times to sit down for a chat if you 
can’t make that slot: do get in touch at todd.olive@eastdevon.gov.uk or on 
07925 847933. It’d be great to hear from you. 

Cllr Todd Olive, Ward Member for Whimple & Rockbeare 

Portfolio Holder for Strategic Planning East Devon District Council 

 

mailto:todd.olive@eastdevon.gov.uk
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Protect our Whimple  

& Rockbeare Group 

1st April 2025 To challenge, to protect and to inform  

POW+R Group continues to investigate and report planning issues to 
villagers, so that we all know what is, and sometimes, what is not 
happening. Over the past few years there have been some unusual 
developments taking place in our village. This includes a stone ecclesiastic 
building in the early gothic style. Nearby, there is another new building of 
rustic appearance as a new village forge / wheelwright which is probably 
the first in the village for nearly 100 years. In addition, within the 
conservation area is a three-story property with stucco finish, painted in 
light grey and an attractive blue front door. Further along the tributary of 
the Clyst River, is another new construction of a two story double fronted 
cottage with river views. The critical and concerning point is that all these 
have been constructed without planning permission and reference to the 
draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

These are examples of the latest stage of development which follows on 
from tiny doors, which gain access to the interior of enchanted village trees 
as homes for very small inhabitants. It is likely, although not seen during 
daylight, that the small people are responsible for the recent buildings in 
the village square.  

One could argue that this ‘small-scale development’ in Whimple is infinitely 
preferable to the 83 houses proposed by Cllr. Todd Olive for the village, 
this being linked to the EDDC Strategic Housing Policy in which Todd 
Olive is the Chair. 

In further developments the government signalled in December 2024, its 
intent to end the current system of District and County Councils and 
smaller unitary Councils. Instead, these are to be replaced by unitary 
authorities covering much larger areas, with a guideline minimum 
population of 500,000 people. 

This concept is complete folly and diminishes local democratic 
accountability. This is demonstrated when we look at the effects of the 
demise of Cornish District Councils and the creation of the Cornwall 
Unitary Authority. There are now only 87 councillors, when previously there 
were 249 councillors covering the six district councils. Some local 
councillors say that they are already working more than 40 hours a week, 
which makes it a full-time job and with a smaller pool of councillors to draw 
expertise from, it is no longer the diverse cohort from a deeper cross section 
of society.  
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Clearly, fewer councillors mean a reduced amount of time to adequately 
represent the local people, which goes against the principles of democracy. 

It is not a question of duplication as District Councils have more local 
responsibilities and the County Councils cover pan county services, including 
education, social services, public transport, highways, waste disposal, and 
trading standards. In addition, much of the decision-making is at local level, 
where it should be – it’s called, ‘Localism’. 

It seems that East Devon is accepting this radical change and Devon County 
Council is exploring options to form two unitary councils; one combining East, 
Mid and North Devon with Torridge and Exeter, and another covering South 
Hams, Teignbridge and West Devon with Torbay. Plymouth would remain a 
separate Unitary Authority. In effect Devon County Council will be ‘no more’. 
The big question facing local government is not its structure but, after 14 
years of underfunding, it is the state of local schools, hospitals, local highways 
and the cost of Adult and Children’s Social Care and Special Educational 
Needs. In addition, we have seen the closure of those elements in society, 
which contribute to citizens’ wellbeing and cultural activities.  

The timeline for creating unitary authorities in Devon appears to be underway 
with key dates as follows: 

• March 21, 2025: Interim proposals for reorganisation are due. 
• November 28, 2025: Full proposals must be submitted. 
• April/May 2027: Elections for shadow authorities will take place. 
• April 2028: The new unitary authorities are expected to officially take over. 

An email has been submitted by POW+R Group to EDDC outlining our views 
on this. This is a fast-changing situation and there may be further options to 
be considered. Clearly, if there is no more EDDC then the Local Plan is in 
jeopardy. If a district council is abolished before its Local Plan is adopted, the 
new unitary authority may decide to either adopt the plan, modify it, or start 
over. This has happened in other areas, such as Buckinghamshire, where the 
new authority adopted some plans but withdrew others. The process could 
lead to delays, especially if the reorganisation disrupts ongoing planning efforts, 
and could mean the interests of this part of Devon could be superseded by 
the desire for more housing as a sub-community of Exeter. N.B. The Greater 
Exeter Strategic Plan which was discontinued after EDDC’s withdrawal in 
2020 and the councils involved shifted focus to developing Local Plans 
instead.  

The Parish Council must now complete the Draft Neighbourhood Plan with 
haste, otherwise there may be more than 83 new houses imposed on 
Whimple.  

Continued overleaf 

 



 

20 

 

In the case of the EDDC Strategic Housing Policy further consultation, under 
the banner of ‘Commonplace’, POW+R has responded to the interim 
consultation by the due date of the 21st March 2025. Information supplied by 
the East Devon District Council stated that it promotes affordable housing. 
We have asked the council what is ‘affordable’, because clearly thousands 
can’t afford these new homes. We fundamentally believe that good housing 
encourages strong social connections and enhances a feeling of belonging. 
However, it must be the right type of housing including one and two-
bedroom properties, and embrace the high design standards laid out in the 
Design Council Code. Also green spaces should be at the forefront of estate 
development in the tradition of the garden city movement.  

POW+R Group will be ready to critically analyse what is set out for Whimple 
and then take appropriate action.  We will continue to challenge, to protect 
and to inform, as ‘We love Whimple’, but we are OK with the little dwellings by 
the Telephone Box! 

Alan Lascelles MA (POW+R Group 

Press and Publicity Officer)           

Dated: 1st April 2025                                                                          

Continued from previous page - POW+R GROUP 
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. OTTERY ST MARY CHORAL SOCIETY EASTER CONCERT SATURDAY APRIL 

12TH. 7.30PM, OTTERY PARISH CHURCH 

Ottery St Mary Choral Society would love you to come for an evening of truly Zero 
Effort Listening. All you need is to let this glorious music wash over you 

We have a programme of popular opera extracts: The lovely solo "Voi Che Sapete" 
from Mozart's Marriage of Figaro, the stirring "Pearl Fisher" duet from Bizet, and the 
rousing "Easter Hymn" from Mascagni's Cavelleria Rusticana, all topped off by the 
splendid Rossini ‘Petite Messe Solennelle’. 

Rossini was the early 19th century's undisputed master of catchy, fun, boisterous 
tunes; some of his nearly 200-year-old earworms are as popular now as the day he 
wrote them. He wrote 39 operas in a 20-year period of creative output, the most 
famous of which today are "The Barber of Seville" and "William Tell" with its well-
known overture. His "Petite Messe Solennelle" of 1863-64 may be lesser known: it is 
a Catholic Latin mass but was barred from performance in Catholic churches 
because of the ban on female singers at the time. Despite Rossini's pleas, Pope Pius 
IX refused permission for women to sing in church. Rossini stood his ground and 
refused to perform it without them, so this gorgeous music slipped into relative 
obscurity until it was revived in the late 20th century. It expresses the joys, hopes, 
and fears of a composer late in his life. The skills he learnt through a long career of 
writing highly successful operas have filled this emotional, heartfelt music with the 
trademark Rossini catchiness. It has beautiful solos and duets, and rich energetic 
choral passages. The famous poet W.H. Auden is said to have sung extracts of it 
when drunk; you just need a ticket to hear it. Available now from the Curious Otter 
Bookshop or online at  https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/ottery-st-mary-choral-society  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/ottery-st-mary-choral-society


 

22 

Take Ten Questions with Clive Pring.  
 

Did you know that a full sized football pitch provides enough oxygen for 180 
people per day, and locks in carbon? So the common grass plant on your lawn or 
sports pitch should not be dismissed. It has real environmental benefits. Clive has 
plenty of advice for you all now that Spring has officially arrived, so read on. 

Tell me a bit about yourself. What was your childhood like? I am Devon born and 
bred, with my family originating in Newton Poppleford and East Budleigh. I never 
aspired to be a Professional Groundsman, but found myself gaining a degree level 
qualification in Sports Turf Management.  

Have you always been interested in gardening or horticulture? I do not do 
horticulture, and most people think I cut grass for a living, I wish it was that simple! I 
consider myself a single crop farmer. Growing grass at a professional level is a very 
specialised job. It involves considering the top 300-350mm of the soil profile and 
then looking after the plant once it has emerged.  

What jobs or experiences have led you to Whimple? The experience that led me to 
Whimple was helping Victoria and Lee develop Whimple Football Club. As a 
Professional Groundsman I was asked by several clubs to help out, but none were 
as convincing as Whimple FC. They are a great club and I still play Veterans football 
for them. 

What is it like being responsible for sportsground maintenance at a professional 
level? I looked after the training grounds and St James Park Stadium, for Exeter City 
AFC. This was a stimulating opportunity that enabled me to experience a very 
special role. Because there are only 92 Professional Clubs in England, only 92 
people share this position of ‘Head of Grounds at a Professional Football Club’. 

What qualifications are required? The minimum educational requirement for head 
groundsman at any Professional Football Club is a Level 3 HNC, but I hold a Level 4 
qualification.  

What do you love about your job? I love end of season renovations because I have 
the opportunity to put the pitch back to its perfect state before it becomes used 
again. I am currently using my 36 years of experience to help grass roots clubs 
achieve their potential, which is very rewarding. I run Kepring Groundsman with my 
partner Victoria and we currently help 90 Clubs in Devon and Cornwall improve 
their pitches and facilities. 

What advice can you give to gardeners at this time of year? Preparing a lawn is all 
about what you want from it. Measuring expectations is key to the type of work you 
should carry out. ‘No Mow May’ for me, was a strange idea. I think it would be 
better to have an area set aside that does not get mown for the entire growing 
season. In all non- professional sports surfaces or lawns there are weeds. (weeds are 
only plants that are in the wrong place, in my opinion  ) These plants learn to grow 
under the height of cut. For example, on Cricket wickets and outfields I have seen 
buttercups, daisies and other plants that grow sideways at a cut height of 22mm to 
avoid the mower. Nature adapts. My advice for lawns would be: 
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• Spring time raking to take out debris,  
• Overseed because the mown lawn does not produce seed,  
• Aerate the soil and alleviate compaction, then feed, and mow. 
• Use robot mowers for larger areas to allow you to enjoy the lawn, 

(which we now sell). 
•  Make sure that no more than a 1/3 of the leaf is cut at one time.  

 

Do you have any funny anecdotes or strange requests/jobs? I think being asked to 
water pitches at half time by the manager, which resulted in drowning the 
cheerleaders has always caused entertainment for ECFC fans. 

Is there anything of specific interest regarding Whimple playing fields you’d like to 
share? Whimple is so lucky to have this facility, kindly gifted by the Whiteway 
Family. The Recreational Trust has provided a Football Pitch, a Tennis Club and a 
Cricket Wicket and Outfield, including a Clubhouse. There is huge scope for all the 
organisations to work together to provide further facilities, including the Parish Field 
and other parks. Youngsters start their journeys into sport through what they have at 
hand, locally. Their fads and popularity change over time. Adults in sport can also 
inspire future generations. I feel I do this in Veterans Football by encouraging 
people of my age to engage in sport, whilst also having two generations below me 
come and watch. 

What do you love about Whimple?  Whimple is vibrant, supportive and cohesive. 
There is always something going on and so much to enjoy. It would be nice to see 
more collaboration with business, sport and community projects. We visit several 
villages and small towns in Devon and Cornwall during our working life, and see 
collaboration as the major benefit to the community. More collaboration would be 
great. 

You can contact Clive at clive@kepring.co.uk for seed, fertiliser and robot mowers 
and to ask for help and advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Thackeray 

 
 

Image from Kepring Facebook page 

mailto:Info@kepring.co.uk
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WHIMPLE CHURCH 
http://churches4all.org/ 

Hello my friends, 
 
EASTER 
Easter will soon be with us, but what does it mean to you?  Is it just another Bank 
holiday weekend, a time to eat a lot of chocolate, a few days when we can just 
relax and enjoy ourselves; or does it have a deeper meaning?  
For practising Christians, of whichever denomination, Easter is simply the most 
important time of the year because it remembers the sacrifice that Jesus made for 
us all to bridge the gap between us and God.   
Perhaps one way to think about it is this: On the 11th. November each year at 11 
am the country has a two-minute silence, as we rightly remember all the gallant 
men and women who sacrificed their lives in wartime, so that those of us alive 
today can live in peace.   
Easter gives us the chance to remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us, 
giving his life so that we can all live in the spirit and love of God.  Enduring a cruel 
and slow death, nailed to a wooden cross, hung up and left to die.  
The season of Easter for Christians really starts on Ash Wednesday, the 5th March, 
when we begin Lent which recalls the forty days that Jesus spent alone in the 
mountains without food and water being tempted by the devil.   
It is a time Christians use to reflect on our own lives and perhaps challenge 
ourselves.  
Then as we draw closer to what a lot of people think of as Easter, the bank 
holiday weekend, we mark a series of other special events:  
  
Palm Sunday  
Maundy Thursday   
Good Friday  
Easter Sunday  
  
Palm Sunday  
The day Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph, riding on a borrowed donkey.   
The crowds who had heard of his teaching and healing, flocked to greet him, 
laying palm leaves on the ground before him.    
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Today we fly flags to celebrate great occasions as visible public symbols of a time 
of celebration, so on Palm Sunday we celebrate by handing out palm crosses in 
church which we hold during the services that day, a visible symbol of the same 
celebrations Jesus received. This service will take place on Sunday 13th. April at 
10 a.m. at Whimple Church   
  
Maundy Thursday  
The service this day remembers the last supper that Jesus held in the upper room 
with his friends, the twelve apostles, when he broke bread and said to them 
‘Take, eat this bread in remembrance of my body’, likewise afterwards he took 
the wine and said ‘Take, drink this in remembrance of me’.  For over 2000 years 
Christians have been doing this in our churches when we share Holy 
Communion.  
  
After supper he washed the apostles’ feet.  The full account can be read in the 
Gospels. This year the service will be held at one of the other churches in our 
group of nine - Clyst Hydon church at 7p.m on the 18th. April.  
  

Rev Marc 
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How would you describe Planet Sal for those who haven't visited it yet? It is quirky, 

Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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PLANET SAL FOR 

GIFTS AND CARDS 

WHICH ARE A BIT ‘UNUSUAL’ 

(Like the owner..) 

3, BLACK LION COURT,  

HONITON EX14 1ES 

01404 45777 

OPEN MON 11 - 3 

 TUES-SAT 10 - 4.30 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 
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07939 879305 
 (Whimple) 

Geoff 

Delves  

Roofing 

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
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Was that spring then? A week of magical 
mornings, splendid sunsets and frosty 
windscreens? Swiftly followed by dreary days of 
dismal rain and wet dogs after walking. Back to 
winter next week. Whatever the weather, 
Whimple WI always offers a warm and friendly welcome on the second 
Tuesday of the month, 2pm in the Hub on Willow View Park. 

We kicked off the new year with a social afternoon and handbag bingo. Who 
knew that stuffing your most cavernous handbag with every conceivable item, if 
called, from a button to something only slightly smaller than a fridge could win 
the prize . Instead of shouting “house” we could have shouted “handbag”. I 
didn’t win but it was really good fun 

We enjoyed some fabulous fine dining for our post Christmas lunch in a local 
restaurant. It was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and our thanks, as always, to 
Jane for organising the event. 

Late January we fielded two teams for the WI county quiz competition. Held 
simultaneously with WIs throughout Devon, 14 local teams assembled in 
America Hall. The highlight without doubt was the scrumptious cakes baked 
and served by the ladies of Whimple WI under the guidance of Jane. Both of 
our teams performed well in the quiz and if only we’d remembered that the Nile 
is the longest river and realised the wren is the commonest bird, we could have 
been chasing a place on the podium.  

Our February meeting was eagerly anticipated and did not disappoint. Paul 
Rendell spoke about some of the Dartmoor locations used by filmmakers over 
the years, with fascinating footage to enhance his stories. He spoke about War 
Horse, directed by Steven Speilberg. I wish I could share some scintillating 
snippets but my best titbit focuses on the outdoor activity centre which became 
Albert’s farmhouse home. Mr S had its natural slate roof covered in plastic 
thatch for effect. He also wanted a tree in front of the farmhouse so one of the 
flatpack fully leafed variety was brought in and was planted in front of the 
farmhouse for effect. Polystyrene boulders were strewn hither and thither for 
the carts to negotiate. I could go on…………. 
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Early March we continued our WI county skittles campaign. Having somehow 
survived the first two rounds, we were up against the seemingly much younger 
and far more enthusiastic ladies from Exminster. Worryingly we were slightly 
ahead until the last round but then our (mostly my) lacklustre performance put 
us slightly behind and so we are not required for the next round. Phew!  

Our March meeting saw us travel with a family from Ireland to the wild west in 
the mid 1800s. Marcus Paul gave a fascinating account of the perilous journey 
this family undertook and spoke of the conditions and adventures they 
encountered along the way. 

Already in the pipeline for this coming year are social lunches and social 
skittles, a summer outing, a fundraiser, a summer garden party. We’ll be integral 
to the refreshment offering for WhimpleFest and evident with cakes and 
biscuits for the Christmas fayre at King’s School. To name but a few! 

If there is anything in my ramblings that has inspired you to give us a go, then 
please do! Contact Marilyn on 01404 821860 for further details. 

Until the next time…. 

Di Eden 
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WARTS 
DATES FOR 2025:      

    

24th March 

14th July, 13th October 
We would kindly remind you:  

ALL ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD BE 
PLACED AT LEAST 

ONE WEEK BEFORE THAT DATE 
 

(Minimum order: 500 litres.  Please 
allow a further 10 days for delivery)  

 

All existing (and potential new) 
members with access to e-mail may 
contact Graham Batten with their 

order/*registration at 

grahambatten0@gmail.com. 
If you are without email you may call 

01404 823317   
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You may think that when the Heritage Centre is 
closed, we all go home for a rest. Far from it – in 
fact the winter months are often as busy, if not 
busier, than the summer as we prepare for the 
next season.   
We are very excited this year to be taking part in 
the Festival of Devon in the 1920s.  
This is being organised by the Devon History 

Society, Devon Family History Society, South West Heritage Trust, and  
The Box in Plymouth and is the culmination of several years of research 
into what life was like in Devon one hundred years ago. There are more 
than forty events and exhibitions taking place across the county, including 
a special new display, Whiteway’s in the 1920s, at the Heritage Centre.  
We are very grateful to the Festival organisers for funding this. There will 
also be a 1920s themed musical event at the Heritage Centre on 12th July – 
more details in the next edition! You can find out about all the events at 
www.devontwentiesfestival.co.uk (see QR code). 
The more eagle eyed among you will have noticed some 
activity at the Heritage Centre recently. We are very 
pleased to announce that we have been awarded a 
grant of £20,011 from East Devon District Council’s 
Carbon Action Fund to pay for the installation of solar 
panels, LED lighting, and energy efficient smart heating, 
all of which is projected to reduce the Heritage Centre’s energy 
consumption carbon footprint by 78%. In addition, we have been awarded 
another small grant from East Devon District Council’s Cultural Programme 
to pay for ten temperature and humidity dataloggers plus hub and a water 
leak sensor, which will enable us to maintain optimal conditions for the 
preservation of the artefacts in our care. The Carbon Action Fund and 
Cultural Programme are both funded by the UK Government through the 
UK Shared Prosperity Fund, and we are very grateful to East Devon District 
Council for all their support with these projects. 
Our first day of opening in 2025 is Wednesday 2nd April. Please note our 
new opening hours which are 12pm-4pm on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
and 10.30am-4pm on Bank Holiday Mondays. Entry remains free although 
donations towards Heritage Centre running costs are always much 
appreciated. We look forward to seeing you! 
Tina Kelly 
 

 

http://www.devontwentiesfestival.co.uk
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Film Night allows you to see the best of current releases, along with some 
classic favourites, in friendly surroundings and on your doorstep. People come 
from several of the neighbouring villages and towns, so it's not a closed shop! 
In January we had a great turnout of almost 70 for ‘One Life’, which told the 

story of Sir Nicholas Winton, a young London stockbroker who, in the months 
leading up to World War II, rescued over 600 children from Nazi-occupied 

Czechoslovakia. February saw a sparser audience for the 2018 Oscar Winning 
film ‘The Shape of Water’. Maybe Whimple wasn’t quite ready for monster-
human romances! We do like to mix things up though and try to schedule 

films that you may have missed alongside the big popular releases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Coming over the next few months we have another great selection of films 
including Lee (Kate Winslet), Here (Tom Hanks) and The Penguin Lessons 
(Steve Coogan). Check out the notice boards outside and inside the hall to 

see what’s showing when. 

Monthly film nights at the Victory Hall 
Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm 

BYO drinks and glasses 
All welcome. Non-members £5 on the door or  

£20 for the whole season 

Upcoming dates: Saturday 10th May,  

Saturday 14th June 



 

42 



 

43 



 

44 

 

 

News from Whimple Preschool! 

It’s been a while since I have put an update in  

the Whimple News so thought it was about time I did!     

 

 

Preschool continues to thrive as a fantastic early years setting for children aged 2.6 - 5 
years. We are currently full and places are filling up fast for next year (September 25 – 
July 26).    

We want to give priority to children who live in the village so, if you have a baby or 
toddler and would like them to attend, please do get in touch to get them on the 
waiting list. We usually take children from 2.6 years, but can take them slightly earlier if 
space allows. 

Please visit our website for more information.    

We are a registered charity and are overseen by a voluntary committee (usually parents 
but doesn’t have to be).  

Their main role is fundraising as, without this, our preschool would close  because 
government funding does not cover the running costs. So we are reliant on getting new 
parents, and other residents in Whimple, involved in supporting preschool, so that we 
can keep it going in our lovely village for future generations.    

The children who attend preschool have the benefit of the lovely big garden, where 
they spend lots of time getting fresh air and exercise, exploring the garden and nature 
through the seasons. We are currently enhancing our covered pond and nature area to 
make it more engaging for children, as we received some funding for this. It seemed like 
a long, wet winter this year, which resulted in the garden being very wet and muddy – 
the children all got used to putting on their waterproof suits each day so they could 
enjoy the muddy puddles! We now welcome drier, warmer spring days, and Otter 
Nurseries kindly gave us some daffodil bulbs in the Autumn. The children each planted 
up a pot to grow at home and we have planted lots around the garden, which are lovely 
to see now. The children are currently observing tadpoles growing, which they are really 
enjoying. 

We celebrated World Book Day recently. The children all dressed up and brought in 
their favourite book to share with us.    

We have 2 weeks now until the Easter holidays, so will be doing lots of Easter crafts and 
having an egg hunt in the garden!       

Please look out for news on our forthcoming fundraisers!    

If you would like to support us at no cost to yourself whilst doing online shopping, 
please sign up to Easy Fundraising -  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/whimplepre   

We have raised nearly £800 so far! This makes a huge difference in helping us to buy 
new resources.    

Jo Sibley, Preschool Manager 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/whimplepre
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

Repairs to Listed  

and Historic Properties 

Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing 

Brick Repairs - Walling  

 

Clyst St. George, Near Exeter 
 

 Tel: 01392 879824 Mob: 07825 698507 

Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

 

Window Cleaner 
High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned  

 

 

 

For that personal service 

Sean  
Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 
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darren peek 

plastering 

contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds,  

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 



 

48 

Hello Whimple! 

This edition, we have some fresh exercises to keep your body moving. Let's 
remind ourselves why it's important to stay active, especially as we age: 

Why Moving is Important 

1. Enhances Mental Well-being: Exercise releases endorphins, which are 
natural mood lifters. It can reduce stress, anxiety, and depression, and 
improve cognitive function and sleep quality. 

2. Increases Energy Levels: Regular movement can boost your energy levels 
by improving circulation and cardiovascular health. You'll feel more 
energised and ready to tackle daily tasks. 

3. Promotes Longevity: Staying active can add years to your life by keeping 
your body functioning optimally and reducing the risk of age-related 
diseases. 

4. Stay Consistent: Consistency is key to reaping the benefits 

5. Set a Routine: Incorporate these activities into your daily routine. . 

6. Enjoy the Process: Choose activities you enjoy. The more fun you have, 
the more likely you are to stick with it. 

 

Remember, every little bit of movement counts. Let's keep moving, 
Whimple, and enjoy a healthier, happier life together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Alt Arm/ Leg Abs        Side Leg Raises           Bicep Reach                      
3 sets of 10  (Each side)       3 sets of 1 (Each leg)          3 sets of 10 

 

Sam Upton 
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NEW FOUNTAIN INN CHARITY FUNDRAISIING 
THE New Fountain Inn New Year’s Eve party raised 

over  £600 in total, which was divided between  

Hospiscare and St Petroc’s. 

Kevin’s Charity Lottery Bonus Ball competition also  

raised an amazing total of £300 in 2024 

This money was donated to Whimple Primary 

School. 

Well done to all who supported these fundraisers 

and to the New Fountain team for helping these 

very worthy causes. 
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Whimple Cricket Club - 2025 Season Coming Soon 
Excitement is building for what promises to be an action-packed 2025 

season at Whimple Cricket Club. After last year’s near miss on promotion 
for the 1st XI and the 2nd XI’s relegation, both teams are raring to go with 
promotion in their sights. Winter training has been in full swing, and with 

pre-season games kicking off in April, the anticipation is high. 
Women’s Cricket Goes from Strength to Strength 

The fastest-growing part of our club is our women’s cricket team, which 
entered the softball league for the first time in 2024. Now in just their 
second season, they’ve topped their indoor league group through the 

winter and are set for an exciting summer ahead. This year, we’re thrilled to 
introduce our first-ever women’s hardball team, competing in the ‘Super 

8s’ format. We’ll be hosting three tournament games at Whimple on 
Sunday, 27th July - come along and support the team! 

Junior Cricket for All Ages 
Our junior cricket programme is as strong as ever, with teams at Under 9, 
Under 10, Under 12, Under 13, and Under 14 levels. We’re also teaming 

up again with Ottery St Mary Cricket Club to run the Under 13 girls’ team, 
known as the OWLS. All Stars Cricket for 5-8-year-olds starts in May, 

offering a great introduction to the game. In a testament to the strength of 
our juniors, Whimple will have four players representing Devon this 

summer - an incredible achievement! 
 

Welcoming Mitch Brooker 
We’re excited to welcome Australian cricketer Mitchell (Mitch) Brooker to 
Whimple for the 2025 season. Mitch is a talented top-order batsman and 

off-spin bowler from Ringwood Cricket Club in the Victorian Premier 
League. His summer with us has been generously sponsored by the New 

Fountain Inn, and we know he’ll be a fantastic addition both on and off the 
field. He arrives on 19th April, and we’re sure he’ll receive a big Whimple 
welcome. If you know of any casual work opportunities for Mitch while 

he’s here please get in touch. 
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County Games, Disability Cricket, and More 
Beyond our busy schedule, we’re proud to host Devon county age-group 
matches once again. This season, we’ll be welcoming the Under 15 and 
Under 18 girls’ teams, as well as the Over 50s and 60s sides. Keep an eye 
out for match dates as the season progresses. We’re also committed to 
continuing our disability cricket sessions, which have been a huge success 
over the past two years. Whimple was the first Devon club to offer 
independent disability cricket, and we’re looking forward to growing this 
initiative in 2025. With our usual line-up of midweek and Sunday social 
games, there’s something for everyone at the club. 
New Food and Drink to Enjoy 
We’re looking forward to opening the bar throughout the summer, with 
sunny Friday evenings ahead we hope. As always, the bar will be open on 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons when home fixtures are on. New for 2025, 
we’ll be serving Chunk pies and Styles Farmhouse ice cream alongside our 
range of drinks from Courtney’s, who continue to support the club. 
Get Involved! 
Whether you’re looking to play, at junior, adult, social, or league level, 
volunteer as an umpire or scorer, or simply support the club and soak up 
the Friday night atmosphere, there’s a place for everyone at Whimple 
CC. We also have a range of sponsorship opportunities, starting from just 
£60 to sponsor a player. For all the latest news, fixtures, and ways to get 
involved, visit www.whimplecc.co.uk or follow us on social media. 
Dates for Your Diary 
Here are some key dates for the 2025 season: 
13th April – Away pre-season game at Budleigh Salterton 
25th April – Junior training starts (12 sessions, running until 18th July) 
3rd May – League cricket begins 
9th May – All Stars Cricket begins 
6th June – Egg Catching (a club favourite!) 
5th July – Vice Presidents’ Day 
27th July – Women’s Hardball Super 8s Tournament 
25th August – Whiteways Cup 
30th August – Final league games & end-of-season social 
1st November – Bonfire & Fireworks Night (Halloween theme!) 

We can’t wait for another fantastic season and look forward to seeing you  
at the club soon.       James Woollam 

http://www.whimplecc.co.uk
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As mentioned in the last edition of the News, we started the year with our AGM 
which once again was very well attended. We were able to reflect on another 
successful year with all the events that were organised well supported and very 
much enjoyed by all who attended them. Fortunately, all our Principal Officers 
agreed to stand for another year which at least gives us some good continuity for 
the next twelve months. However, it was again recognised that we need to 
encourage new members to the Club and hopefully to the Committee to ensure its 
future success. We are still looking for someone to help with organising the very 
successful coach trips that we like to run each year. Therefore, if we are to continue 
to try and organise some more of these trips, then we would be very pleased to hear 
from anyone who is prepared to help with this.  

Following the meeting we were treated to a very interesting and well illustrated talk 
from Branco Love on the interesting plants he saw on a recent holiday to parts of 
Australia. We are very grateful to Branco for putting this presentation together. 

For our first main event of the year, on Friday 7th February we had a fascinating 
illustrated talk from Dr Andrew Ward who along with his wife Helen, runs the 
Norwell Nursery in Nottinghamshire. They also hold the national collections of 
Astrantias and Hardy Geraniums. The talk was on ‘How Climate Change is 
Impacting Gardening Now and What We Can Do About It’. It was a particularly 
useful talk as they have similar soil conditions as we do and Andrew showed us a 
whole range of suitable plants for our soil type and climate conditions. 

By the time this edition of the news comes out, we will have had our second talk 
which was on Friday 21st March, The talk was by Chris Trimmer and he spoke on 
‘The Work of the National Trust’s Plant Conservation Centre’. The Centre was the 
subject of much media attention last year when it was the revealed that they had 
saved the famous Sycamore Gap Tree. More details of the talk in the next edition. 

On Sunday 11th May there will be a coach trip to RHS Rosemoor. With our trips to 
Rosemoor being so popular, early booking is essential. Last year’s trip sold out very 
quickly so if you don’t want to be disappointed, book as soon as you are able. There 
is a booking form is on page 54. 

Our annual Plant Sale will be on Saturday 17th May from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. Once 
again we have been having some very trying weather conditions to get all our plants 
ready, but hopefully all will be alright by May! As in previous years, the proceeds all 
go to the running of the Flower Show in August. If previous years are anything to go 
by, arriving on time is advisable to get the best bargains! 

The Annual Flower and Plant Show this year will be held on Saturday 9th August. As 
I mentioned in the last edition, this is a very special year for the annual show as it is 
its 70th year. We hope to make this a bumper show in recognition of reaching that 
milestone! We have nearly finalised sorting out all the classes for the Schedule and 
we hope to have copies available at the plant sale.  
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However, for those of you who are keen photographers, here is a reminder of the 
topics for this year’s Show, ‘Winter’; ‘Lambs in Springtime’; ‘A Whimple Event or 
Occasion’; Still Life’; A Flowering Shrub’; ‘Sunrise’; ‘Climate Change’ and ‘An Oak 
Tree’.. Hopefully these are topics that will appeal to you all and we look forward to 
seeing the entries! 

We do have plans for other events this year, and details of these will appear in 
future editions of the News. 

Paul Wilson, Chairman, Whimple Gardening Club 

See overleaf for booking form 
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                        Whimple & District Gardening Club  

           Visit to RHS Rosemoor on Sunday 11th May 2025 

                                      

To book please complete the form below.    

 

Name.......................................................................  

Tel. no.   .................................................... 

 

e-mail address......................................................  

e-mails to more than you will be sent Bcc.      

 

Please enter below number of seats required.                                                   

     

GC members £15 pp. No. of seats ….........  

Non-GC members £17 pp. No. of seats .......... 

The price includes coach, gardens, and Heritage Plant Fair. 

      

I enclose a cheque for £..................made payable to Whimple &  

District Gardening Club 

 

Please delete as appropriate: - 

I wish to get on the coach at the Canaan Way car park Ottery 
9.00am // the Square Whimple 9.15am. 

If you wish to get on the coach at Whimple please return completed 
form with cheque to Mrs Doreen Staddon, 1 Allergrove Cottages, 
Whimple EX5 2TJ (Tel 01404 823594). If you wish to get on the coach 
at Ottery to Brian Nelson, Gerway House, Gerway Lane, Ottery St 
Mary EX11 1PW (Tel 01404 813643) 

Alternatively, you can hand in your sealed envelope with cheque or 
cash to the Whimple Stores or Roberts Hardware, Ottery St. Mary. 
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 SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We play Short Mat Bowls every Wednesday at 7.00 pm. We are looking for 
new members to join us please. Come along to the Victory Hall. You will be 
very welcome.  Bowls can be provided. 

David Rastall. 
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Another term has flown by as we head towards Easter. 

We held a Skills Builder Workshop for parents in the hall, which was well 
attended. The session included practical activities to develop the essential skills: 
listening, speaking, teamwork, leadership, problem solving, creativity, staying 
positive and aiming high. 

Every year we celebrate World Book Day, and this year was no different. Our 

school council select some authors, we then encourage our children to dress as 

characters from their books and try and guess who they are. The staff all dressed 

as crayons from the book ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ by Oliver Jeffers. 

We are always impressed by the time taken to make such a wide range of 
costumes and how unique many of them are. 

I was privileged to take 8 of our year 4 children to Colyton Grammar for a Maths 
Challenge Day. It was a great experience for them, with around 100 children 
taking part from a number of schools in the local area. The children were a credit 
to the school using their Teamwork, Listening and Speaking and Problem-Solving 
Skills throughout the day. 

We are also supporting Comic Relief and as they are celebrating 40 years, the 
School Council have picked a variety of challenges to complete in 40 seconds. 

The term will end with many of our Year 5 and 6 children participating in the EVF 
Dance Showdown at the Barnfield Theatre in Exeter, some children hiking to 
practice for their entrée into the Exmoor Challenge and other children playing in 
their Rock Steady Bands to parents. 

All the staff and children wish everyone a Happy Easter.  
Mrs Carole Shilston - Headteacher 

admin@whimpleprimary.co.uk 
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Spring is here and it’s time for a new season of tennis to start. Membership 
renewals are due on the 1st May. We’ve tried to keep the fees as low as 
possible whilst ensuring that we are putting enough aside for maintenance 
work. New members of all abilities are very welcome. You can pick up a 
membership form at the club, which is on the Broadclyst Road, just past 
Fordton Farmhouse on the left. 

Our Thursday evening ‘just turn up’ and play. Mixed doubles were well 
attended last year and will start again from April until the clocks go back in 
the Autumn. 

The early Sunday morning session continues to thrive throughout the year. 

We have 2 LTA accredited coaches affiliated to the club, Eddy Kerr and 
Dan Cahill, Eddy being the one who seems to pick up most of the junior 
coaching. You can contact him via edward.kerr14@yahoo.co.uk. 

The court surface, although now almost 15 years old, is still in very good 
condition. The last paint job with an acrylic binder is holding up well. Last 
year the court was professionally cleaned. The next big project may well 
be the court perimeter netting, which is starting to rust through in various 
places. This is quite an expensive job, so while we can still repair the holes 
we will put this off for as long as possible. 

 

New Subscription Rates for 2025/6 

 
 

 

 

 

Rob Davis, Chair 

whimpletennis@gmail.com 

Category Fee 

Family £95 

Adult £45 

Junior/Student £20 

mailto:edward.kerr14@yahoo.co.uk
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Sat. 

 

 

O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 

 

To book an appointment ring 01404 823400 or 07494 365547  

or book through my Facebook page 
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Devon County Councillor (iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk)  
Iain Chubb   07932 459595, 01297 35468   
East Devon District Councillor:  
Todd Olive (toddolive@eastdevon.gov.uk) 07925 847933 
Parish Council  (www.whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk) 
Contact Parish Council: Amy Tregellas (clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk)  
Primary School (admin@whimple-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
Headteacher: Carole Shilston 822584 
Chair of Governors: Jackie Enright   
Whimple School PTA (Whimple.pta@gmail.com)  
St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Priest: Rev. Marc Kerslake  822525   
Impact Cell: Helen Bowker 823193 
Bellringers: Andrea Young 07833 552855 
Book Group 
Tanya Mooney 823326 
Cricket Club (jameswoollam@gmail.com) 
Booking Secretary: James Woollam  07989 234372 
Football Club 
Chairman: Victoria Kendrew  07966 550260 
Secretary: Lee Wheaton 077341 52120  
Front Row Club  
email: frontrowclub@gmail.com 
History Society 
Secretary: Jenny Fells 822104 
Over Sixties Club  
Chairman: Arthur Iball 822905 
Secretary: Beryl Iball 822905 
Pre-School & Toddler Group (www.whimplepreschool.com) 
Chair: Hayley Seldon  07736 272668  
Information: Jo Sibley 07794 652549 or admin@whimplepreschool.com  
Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Roger Smith 822244 
Table Tennis Club 
Matt Hilling  07720 838003 
Tennis Club 
Secretary: Viv Brown 07876 653264 
Treasurer: Glenn Starkey 07967 698600 
Victory Hall 
Chair: Sue Ayres 823082 
Secretary: Di Wilkins 07974 468513  
Booking Sec: Ali Tierney 07778 681280 
Whimple Fest 
Contact: Sue Turner          sue.turner1@sky.com 

Whimple and District Gardening Club 
Chairman; Paul Wilson 822744  
Whimpletons 
Cathy Bartlett-Horwood 823944 
Womens Institute  
President: Sarah Hogg  822886 
Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers:  
Secretary: Jack Tucker 07724 390839 
Whimple Scouts 
Group Scout Leader: Paul Lambell (paullambell03@gmail.com) 
Scout Hut and Marquee Booking: Alex Spry (alexspry@yahoo.co.uk) 
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