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Dear Whimple News Readers,

I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year. And just like that...
it’s February! Anyone else feeling a bit over the endless rain and grey
skies? @@ I’m pretty sure this time last year I said I didn’t mind the
clouds—well, I’ve definitely changed my tune this year! With my little
pup Marley in tow, the constant storms have made getting out so tricky.
It’s funny how you realise how much something means to you when you
can’t do it. My daily walks are everything to me. &g

If you’ve been feeling isolated, low, or simply worn down by the
weather, please do reach out to us via email. You’re never alone, and I’'m
always happy to help however I can. Q)

To lift my own spirits, I’'m heading off on a snowboarding trip this
month. & §3 I absolutely love the mountains—it’s one of my happy
places. I know holidays aren’t possible for everyone, but however you
find your own little escape or moment of joy, I hope you get to enjoy
something that lifts you up too. Even a small change of scenery, a warm
drink with a friend, or a good book can work wonders.

A new year always brings a fresh sort of energy. > Do you have any
goals or hopes for 2026? Maybe it’s something for your health, a new
hobby, reconnecting with people, giving back to the community, or
simply slowing down and being kinder to yourself. Whatever it is—you
deserve to go for it. Life is short, and little changes can make such a big

difference. 3§ @



What’s On Over the Next Couple of Months? [[]

e New Health Centre Incoming
ClIr Todd Olive explains the approved plans for a new health
centre to help relieve pressure on the surrounding practices. See
pages 14—15.

e Valentine’s Day @
Feeling romantic... or just fancy a cosy film night? Check out
what’s on at the Village Hall on page 17.

e A New Reverend in Town
Rev Gudrun introduces herself in her first article on pages 22-23.
Why not pop in for a coffee and a friendly chat?

e Theatre Night
Vanity is now showing at Talaton Parish Hall. Doors (and the
bar!) open at 7pm. Dates on page 27.

e Whimple Victory Hall Updates
Find out what’s been happening behind the scenes to improve the
facilities—page 31.

e Whimple Wassail 2026 .
A brilliant turnout on Saturday 17th January—photos and
highlights on pages 32—-33.

e Repair Café ‘
Feeling like a clear- out? Before you toss anything, read page 44
to learn how the Repair Café team can help fix broken or
damaged items for free. A lovely way to save money and the
planet.

That’s a wrap for this month! Enjoy your February, and here’s to March
bringing brighter skies, daffodils, new life, and that spark of hope that
always comes with spring. & 5

Remember to be kind—to yourself and to each other. )

Sam x
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e New
FOUNTAIN INN
L2 oo e — e — —>

Olde Worlde family run free house in the heart of Whimple.
Real Ales.
Local Ciders.
Good Food.
Open 7 days a week 11am - 11pm.

Serving food from Wednesday through to Sunday.
Lunch is served from 12pm - 2:30pm Wed - Sat.
Evening meals are served from 5:30pm - 8:30pm Wed - Fri.
Eveneing meals are served from 6pm - 9pm on Sat.
Sunday meals are served from 12pm - 6pm.
Bookings can be made via the phone or through our website.

Tel: 01404 643730 www.newfountaininn.com

ALOCALPUB FOR ALL

Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for info on upcoming
events, such as quiz nights, open mic and live music.



Qt Mary’s Church, S,

Whimple
invites you to its J
‘Celebration of *

/ Spring .\,

aturday 14" March = %
12pm service followed by a

bringand \ [ &

\‘_

Please join us & bring
your own plate, bowl,
cutlery & glass



What’s On In Whimple

FEBRUARY 2026

Sun Tst:

Open Mic Night. NFI. From 7pm.

Mon 2nd: Surgery with DC Todd Olive at the Hive, opp TF, 4-7pm.

Thu 5th: Quiz night at New Fountain. 7.30pm.

Sun 8th: Cash Bingo. NFl at 7.30pm. Book table.

Sat 14th: Valentine’s Day Front Row Club in VH at 7.30pm. Film -
Something’s Gotta Give, a classic romantic comedy with Diane
Keaton and Jack Nicholson.

Sun 15th: Quiz night at New Fountain. 7.30pm.

Wed 18th: Ash Wednesday service. St Mary’s Church 7.00pm.

Thu 19th: Movie Matinee at the Victory hall with tea and cakes. Doors open
1.30pm - free admission.

Wed 25th Whimple Community Choir Restarts. St. Mary’s Church 7.00pm -
8.30pm.

Thurs 26th Community Theatre for All presents Par for the Course, a play by Peter
Gordon at Talaton Parish Hall at 7.30pm. Tickets available soon.

Fri 27th: As above.

Sat 28th: As above.

Fri 27th: History Society talk Festival of Britain 75 Years on: Impact and Legacy
by Alan Lascelles at the Victory Hall 7.30pm.

Sat 28th: Soup and Sarnie in the Victory Hall. 12md to 1.30pm. All welcome.

MARCH 2026

Sun Tst: Open Mic Night. NFI. From 7pm.

Mon 2nd: Surgery with District Councillor Todd Olive at the Hive, opp TF, 4-7pm

Thurs 5th: Quiz night at New Fountain. 7.30pm.

Sun 8th: Cash Bingo. NFI at 7.30pm. Book table.

Wed 11th: Whimple Community Choir. St. Mary’s Church 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Fri 13th: History Society AGM 7.30pm in VH followed at 8.15pm by An Egg-
cellent Adventure a talk by Tina Kelly.

Sat 14th: Spring Celebration & Lunch St. Mary’s Church 12.00noon

Sun 15th: Mothering Sunday - The Gathering service St. Mary’s Church 9.30am

Wed 18th: Whimple Community Choir. St. Mary’s Church 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Wed 18th: Young Community Theatre for All presents ‘Vanity’. A play inspired by
The Red Shoes and other fairy tales. Talaton Parish Hall 7.30pm

Sun 15th: Quiz night at New Fountain. 7.30pm.

Wed 25th: Whimple Community Choir. St. Mary’s Church 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Sat 28th: Soup and Sarnie in the Victory Hall. 12md to 1.30pm.All welcome.



APRIL

Wed 1st: Whimple Community Choir. St. Mary’s Church 7.00pm - 8.30pm.
Sun 5th: Open Mic Night. NFI. From 7pm.

Mon 6th: Surgery with DC Todd Olive at the Hive, opp TF, 4-7pm.

Sun 12th: Cash Bingo. NFI at 7.30pm. Book table.

Sun 19th: Quiz night at New Fountain. 7.30pm.

Sat 25th: Soup and Sarnie in the Victory Hall. 12md to 1.30pm. All welcome.

Diary entries for the next 6 months can be found on the Whimple News website and
also on Whimple What’s On - check the top menu and click on ‘Featured’.

SE gilbertstephens

T MOLICITORS

East Devon
Legal Hub

Ottery StMary Sidmouth / Budleigh Salterton Exeter /| Okehampton ( Crediton
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« Live music last Friday ofthemonth  « Pool table and darts
« Quiz night first Thursday of the month

«Dogfriendly -« Tasty menu with weekly specials
« Large pub garden and children's play area

OPENING HOURS

MON-THU FRI- SAT SUN

Open: 12:00-22:00 Open: 12:00-23:00 Open: 12:00-22.30

Lunch served: 12:00 - 14.30 Lunch served: 12:00-14.30 Food served: 12:00 - 18:00
Dinner served: 17:00-21:00 Dinner served: 17:00-21:00

Keep up to date Q etetistyrmenshimple

(. 01392305146 @ wwwithethirstyfarmer.com

The Thirsty Farmer, Whimple, EX5 2QQ




The Sguare

\E{PLE
g;l‘:;n;gl; ST O R

Sharon and the Team welcome you to our Stores
and Coffee Shop for fresh Devon brend, milk, vegetables

nnd eggs. Frozen, fresh and canned foods. Cnrds,
stamps, Gift Cards, stationery and more.

Ool1404
S223216

We also provide Parcel sending and collection, bill
payments, electricity and phone top-ups, gift cards and
cash withdrawals.

Opening Times

Mondays to Fridays 08:00 to 18:00
Saturdays and Sundays 09:00 to 12:00
Public Holidays 08:00 to 12:00
h
@
RS

Longfield Cattery

heated single and double chalets
personal care and attention

Highly Recommended
01404 822275

stephen@londfieldcattery.co.uk

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF




Whimple Parish Council

Budget and Precept for 2026/27

The Parish Council has set its budget for the 2026/2027
financial year which is £32,084.

This is an increase of £2,491 compared to the 2025/2026
budget of £29,593.

The key factors leading to the increase are increased salary costs, National
Insurance Contributions, moving to Cloud hosted systems so that the Council
improves security and no longer has to provide a laptop for the Clerk.
Inflationary increases have also been added to the budget with a figure of 6%
used (based on September 2025). A 20% increase has been factored in for
water bills.

The Precept has been set at £30,347 which is an increase of 8% when
compared to the 2025-2026 Precept of £28,443. This equates to £41.16
Council Tax (the portion for the Parish Council) based on a Band D property.
This is £3.43 a month and £0.79 a week.

Full details of the Budget and Precept can be found on the Council website.

Play Areas
The Parish Council has been working with East Devon District Council (EDDC)

to ensure that four pieces of play equipment that could not be incorporated in
the Slewton Crescent play area refurbishment will not be lost to the village.

EDDC are donating the equipment and paying for it to be installed (along with
the safety matting) in the Parish Field. The equipment will sit alongside the
new play area that the Parish Council will be installing in a few months’ time.

The Parish Council is finalising the plans in February and then a further update
will be given.

Trees in The Square

The National Grid have arranged for Hi-Line to cut back some of the trees in
The Square which have started to interfere with the overhead power cables.
The work will take place in approximately three weeks’ time (as at 20 January
2026) and will focus on the trees on the side of the river with the houses on it.

The cables on the road side of the river are the responsibility of BT to cut
back. The Parish Council is contacting BT to arrange for this work to take
place.
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Allotments waiting list

If you are interested in having an allotment please get in touch so that you can
be added to the waiting list. We have a number of vacant plots and are
looking to fill them.

Reporting a problem
Devon County Council is the organisation to contact for any of the following
issues:

Potholes (of a certain size)

Faulty street lights

Flooding or blocked drains

Hazardous or fallen trees

Blocked access and trip hazards on a public right of way, including
footpaths, pavements and cycleways

To make a report, visit the Devon County Council website:
www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem

In the event of an emergency that is likely to present an imminent threat to life
or serious injury, or serious damage to property please telephone 0345 155
1004.

When making a report it is really appreciated if a precise location can be
given. The best way to do this is to use the What3 words website or app -
https://what3words.com/

Councillor vacancies
We currently have two vacancies on the Council. If you are interested in
becoming a councillor, please get in touch.

Contacting the Council
If you have any questions on any of the above information or anything else,
please do get in touch.

Amy Tregellas

Whimple Parish Clerk

Website: www.whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk
Email: clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk
We are also contactable on Facebook

11



BY PETER GorpDON

Talaton Parish Hall

Thurs 26th, Fri 27th, Sat 28th February at 7.30pm

TICKETS ON SALE SOON!

Look InYour Next Issue of
The Whimple News For Further Details

PAR FOR THE COURSE by Peter Gordon
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International
on behalf of Josef Weinberger Ltd.
www.mtishows.co.uk | www.josef-weinberger.com
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Whimple Community Choir Returns!

What fun we had singing in the Community over Christmas - fancy joining us?
We are starting again on Wednesday 25th February 7pm - St Mary's Church.

Here are the dates until Easter:

Wednesday 25th February: 7pm - 8:30pm. Bring (a friend) for a Sing!

An inclusive session for current and potential new members where we will just
SING! Songs we know and have always wanted to sing - think Abba - Queen -
Musical Theatre .... and much more....... AND - every member who brings a friend
will get a raffle ticket for guess what??? A box of chocolates!!!

(no session on 4th March as we are away )
Wednesday 11th March 7pm - 8:30pm
Wednesday 18th March 7pm - 8:30pm
Wednesday 25th March 7pm - 8:30pm

Wednesday 1st April 7pm - 8:30pm
EVERYONE is welcome! It's YOUR choir Whimple - COME AND SING!
Julia Green

WHIMPLE VICTORY HALL
Thursda

iotheb. OV

1.30

Join us for a mid week film with tea and cake.
Doors open at 1.30. Admission is free.
Bring your friends and relax for a couple of hours.
The film to be decided.
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Dear neighbour

| hope you are enjoying a positive start to the New
Year. Some big updates below from me this month -
but first, please could | remind everyone that on
account of the threats | had been receiving | am no
longer reading or posting on Facebook; if you need to
raise an issue with me or ask a question, please either
drop me a direct message to my Facebook page, or
preferably send me an email or give me a call - details
are below.

Local Government Funding

Hot off the press in December was the government’s so-called ‘Fairer
Funding Review’, which has looked at how different councils across the
country are funded - and in the government’s view, sought to redress
“imbalances” and “unfairness”. Because East Devon, as an area of
relatively high economic growth compared to other rural areas -
particularly around Exeter Airport and the Sky and Science Parks - it has
benefitted significantly from more income from business rates than
predicted by the last review around a decade and a half ago, which has
therefore kept that ‘extra’” money in the area. The government, in its
wisdom, has decided to do what’s called a “rebasing” of those
expectations - effectively taking away the ‘extra’ rates earned within East
Devon and putting them instead into HM Treasury’s coffers, with no say
given to local authorities in this process. As a result, our budget has been
hit to the tune of £5m a year - about 20% - on top of significant real-terms
cuts since 2010. East Devon’s proposed budget for this year, and our
projections for the next, nearly-completely avoid service cuts as we have
been able to rely on funds set aside for this eventuality - which should
keep things stable until the introduction of the new Unitary Council
through Local Government Reorganisation in the next few years.

Commuter Rail Services

A large number of residents have been in touch in the last few months
regarding regular issues with the 8:03am train service into Exeter. | have
raised these issues with my contacts at South Western Railway and been
advised that these have been due to issues with lots of carriages being out
of service at the same time - due to a combination of weather-related
wheel damage and issues with the quality of replacement parts from the
sole large-scale supplier. | understand three units of three carriages have
been returned to service from the repair backlog, and that the rest should
be back online from the beginning of February.

14



| have asked what more can be done to improve communications when
services will only be three carriages - and thus likely to not stop at
Whimple at 8:03am due to overcrowding - or outright cancelled, and
await a response.

Cranbrook Neighbourhood Health Centre

In September, | reported on progress made with Cranbrook Leisure
Centre - this month, I'm pleased to share there is positive news regarding
the Neighbourhood Health Centre planned for an adjacent plot in the
town centre. The Health Centre would bring with it - among other
facilities yet to be confirmed - much-improved availability of GP
appointments for Cranbrook and surrounding areas, including Whimple,
alleviating some of the strain on existing practices in Ottery and
elsewhere. After over a year of delay, the NHS has identified funds to
transfer to East Devon to allow progress through design and planning for
the facility, and | am working to secure a special budget to enable us to
take on the project. In the context of cuts | discuss above, this is not
straightforward - but as a critical issue for our area of East Devon, I'm
confident we will be able to make the numbers stack up.

National Planning Policy Revisions

It's becoming a regular theme of my early-year updates that | report on the
latest nonsense coming out of central government regarding planning
policy. Their latest “innovation” is to introduce a new presumption in
favour of development within a certain distance of a railway station - a
catch-all measure that threatens to take us back to the days of the
Conservative-led Greater Exeter Strategic Plan, which would have seen
over two thousand houses built here in Whimple. | will be calling for
strong push-back to the government’s consultation on this unhelpful
change - but it highlights the importance of getting the new Local Plan in
place to protect East Devon from the brunt of Labour’s wrecking-ball
planning policy moves.

As always, for any questions or issues, you can find me at my Monday
evening surgeries, 4pm to 7pm on the first Monday of every month at The
Hive or you can get in touch by email at todd.olive@eastdevon.gov.uk, or
on 07925 847933. It'd be great to hear from you.

Cllr Todd Olive

Ward Member for Whimple & Rockbeare
Portfolio Holder for Place, Infrastructure and Strategic Planning
East Devon District Council
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VﬂLENTlNES [IﬁY FILM
AT THE VICTORY HALL

Doors open7: OOpm
Saturday 14th February
Refreshments 1
Tea, coffee, soft drinks, sweet and
& savoury nibbles, Devon ice creams, BYOB

Join us for one of the
best romantic
comedies of the
century

See hall noticeboqrd for more detf "

Front Row Club members Free
Non members - £5 on door




Valentine’s Day Film at the Village Hall

FRONT ROW CLUB
THE WHIMPLE CINEMA

NOW SHOWING: LOCAL FILMS & CLASSKS - MATINEES DARY

Spend Saturday 14th February in good company at the Victory Hall, where we’ll be marking
Valentine’s Day with a cosy community film night.

Instead of going out of the village on one of the busiest evenings of the year, come and enjoy a
much-loved 2004 romantic comedy — widely considered one of the best of the 215 century. It
features an outstanding, Oscar-nominated performance and a beautiful score by Hans
Zimmer. We can’t mention the name of the film here, but its’s posted on the noticeboards
outside and inside the hall. Alternatively, scan the QR code below to see our latest newsletter.

Whether you’re coming as a couple, with a friend, or simply fancy a relaxed Saturday outing,
it’s a perfect chance to settle in, watch a good film, and share the evening with neighbours.

Doors open 7:00pm:; film starts 7:30pm.
All welcome - non-members £5 on the door

Tea, coffee, soft drinks, and a few sweet and savoury nibbles will be available. As always, local
Devon ice creams are available in the interval. You’re very welcome to bring your own bottle.
So, wrap up warm, wander down to the hall, and join us for a friendly evening that should
brighten up a winter’s weekend.

,"“

front Rowr Club-

WHIMPLE
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.— This year’s Whimple wassail was, once again, a magical
HERITAGE CENTRE evening, when even the heavens were kind to us, with the
- much anticipated rain holding off, although it was rather
ﬂl\ squelchy and slippery underfoot. You can read all about it
'-I\u (1 . . . . .
in our separate article elsewhere in this magazine.

Meanwhile, onto our plans for the next couple of months.
Our next event is a talk by Whimple resident, Alan
Lascelles, at 7.30pm on Friday 27th February 2026 at the
Victory Hall. This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Festival of Britain held
in 1951 to boost morale after the Second World War and celebrate the
reconstruction of the nation. Alan will be reflecting on the Festival itself, its
impact and legacy. All are welcome and entry is free, although we respectfully
ask for a donation of £4 per person (£2 for under 18s) from those who are not
History Society members.

On Sunday 15th February a quiz will be held at the New Fountain Inn at 7.30pm.
Funds raised from this event will be donated to the Whimple History Society. You
are invited to come along in teams of up to six people. If you wish to book a
table, please contact the NFI on 01404 643730.

This year’s AGM will take place at 7.30pm on Friday 13th March 2026 in the
Victory Hall. There is no charge for entry and all are welcome - we especially
encourage members to attend. It is a great way to find out about what has been
going on in the previous year - and there is no need to worry - you will not be
roped into doing anything! Following the AGM, at 8.15pm, | will be giving a short
talk called “An Egg-cellent Adventure!” about one of our new 2026 displays. If
you want to know what that is all about then you will have to come along!!

Tea/coffee and biscuits will be available at both events for a suggested donation
of £2 per person.

Are you a collector? Many people amass collections - coins, stamps, and model
cars are popular things to collect, but some people have much more unusual
collections, sometimes of seemingly everyday objects such as staplers. Whatever
you collect, we are keen to hear from you. We would like to establish a
“Collectors” Corner”, where each year we can display a different collection
belonging to a Whimple resident or one of our members. Please contact me if
you have a collection that you would like to have displayed. It needs to be small
enough to fit in a display cabinet measuring W125cm x D57cm x H19cm at the
back and sloping down to H9.5cm at the front.

Finally, we would like to extend our very grateful thanks to Tozers LLP, solicitors
of Exeter, who have donated some office furniture to us, including a really lovely
meeting table with twelve matching chairs for our committee room. As a small
charity we would never be able to afford to buy such good quality furniture, and
we really are very appreciative of Tozers’ generosity.

Tina Kelly
Curator

Tel: 01404 822499 info@whimple.org www.whimple.org
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Whimple History Society by

The Festival of
Britain 1951

A celebration of achievement — Its History
and Impact. Reflections over 75 years

An illustrated talk by Alan Lascelles MA
At Victory Hall, Whimple, EXS5 2TS
Friday 27th February 2026 - 7.30pm

Tea/coffee and biscuits available — suggested donation £2pp.
Non-members welcome — suggested donation £4pp (under 18s, £2pp)

www.whimple.org
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/ d r O I n W l Z O r d Drainage and water main solutions

e blockages e septic tank/treatment
e jetting plant installation

e CCTV surveys e soakaway problems

® repairs e water leak detection
e lining e water leak repairs

e drain tracing e moling

e pitch fibre reforming e renewals

e pipe bursting e Patio, Driveway &

Decking cleaning
Tel: 01392 461670

Mobile: 07834 712345

www.drainwizard.co.uk

Master > % kat
ad lyd,
Thatcher Lrocais

See our new website: slackmagirdle.net
Find us on Facebook
for more details or to contact us:
01404 823083 empali1@icloud.com
New look, same great band!




PEST CONTROL DIVISION

KIERON 07977 648791

EI (3 B email:greenrockgap@omail.com

Gary'’s private hire
and airport transfers

Gary Townsley

 Tel 0745866011

tqwrisIey'g'jary6:7\@gfna‘i"l.b',_ &
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Window Cleaner

High reach hot water system
Frames and doors all in

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned

For that personal service

Sean

Harris

814963
07737 419077
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%’ Whimple Church

News from St Mary’s Church, Whimple
= s\

T\ | It's lovely to get the chance to send greetings to
{ N sl the people of Whimple and introduce myself.

| am Rev Gudrun Thomas and for the last two
and half years | have been a Team vicar for the
East Clyst Churches mission community (a group
of local churches which includes Whimple
church). In December Rev Marc Kerslake began
a three-month sabbatical. It has been my
privilege to step up to be Interim Team Rector for
the group of churches, which has seen me lead
services regularly at Whimple.

| had a wonderful time leading services over Christmas and loved meeting
and beginning to get to know the people of Whimple.

So | thought | would tell you a little about myself.

| came to faith in later life after taking my children for Baptism. | had no
church background but as | learnt more about Jesus from my church
family I had a great sense that he was with me in my everyday life and that
it was not too late to let him into my life. | pray that through my ministry |
can offer that chance to others, whatever stage of life they are at so they
can meet with Jesus in the ordinary day to day parts of their lives.

When not involved in parish ministry | can often be found pounding the
lanes around Rockbeare training for various short races or half marathons.
When not running, | am often to be found on the terraces as a season
ticket holder cheering on my beloved Exeter City. Before training to be a
vicar | was a primary school teacher and then the children and families
lead worker for St Michael’s Church in Alphington. In 2019 | was ordained
and then spent 3 years as a curate in the Culm Valley mission community
living in Uffculme, Mid Devon. | am married to Darryl and | have two
grown up sons.
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Recently at church

Change is not easy and with Rev Marc taking some time away from
ministry, we have had to look at how it is possible to cover the many
services we wish to maintain in the group. This meant that | often have to
cover three services in one day (two in the morning and one in the
evening). This meant that as several of our services clashed at 10am we
have had to make some difficult changes. One of those is that Whimple
Church now meets at 9.30 am on a Sunday morning. This does not
change so keeps each Sunday consistent.

1st Sunday - 9.30 Morning Worship
2nd Sunday - 9.30 Sung Eucharist (with Choir)
3rd Sunday - 9.30 Morning worship
4th Sunday - 9.30 Holy communion (No choir)

Cowing soon.....

18" February 7pm @ St Mary’s Whimple

Ash Wednesday service

Come along and start Lent with a traditional reflective service.

Saturday 14th March

Spring Lunch (in church)

After the success of the Harvest festival lunch in church in October the
team have decided to have a celebratory Spring lunch. This will be the
same format, Bring and Share. 12noon in church for a service then lunch.
See poster for details.

Sunday 16th March 9.30am

The Gathering service - Mothering Sunday

Come and join us to celebrate with worship songs, activities and a
chance to hear about the original tradition to go “amothering”

This friendly relaxed service is open to all. Look out for more details.

Rev Gudrun

rector@eastclystchurches.org

https://eastclystchurches.org/
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PLANET SAL FOR
GIFTS AND CARDS
WHICH ARE A BIT ‘UNUSUAL
(Like the owner..)
3, BLACK LION COURT,
HONITON EX14 TES
01404 45777
OPEN MON 11 -3
TUES-SAT 10 - 4.30
www.planetsal.co.uk
info@planetsal.co.uk

(
COMPASSIONATE HOME PET

EUTHANASIA for dogs and cats
by Woodbury vet Sara Dunne

Book online
rainbowbridgevets.co.uk
or call 01392 240608

L d

Your pet’s final C)

goodbye at home’

N

Seasoned Logs
Full load £220

Loose tipped approx. 2.5m3

Half load £120

Loose tipped approx. 1.25m3

Bulk Bag £70
app rm‘._‘(\‘.\. QIG %5m3

{ 4 »

Martin Néwbery
07967 219559

martinjohnnewbery@hotmail.com

Newberyfirewood.co.uk

Alf Butler

Chimney
Cleaner

Tel: 01404 811843
Mobile: 07967 640183

AN
SFA APPROVED i;}
| CHIMNEY SWEEP  mmmx

L WISWEEPS
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« Hedge Cutting « Lawn Care » Tree Work
o Chainsaw « Chipping Service
« Lawn Scarification « Moss & Weed Control
« Certified Sprayer - Weekly or Single Visits
o Excellent Rates « Rubbish Removed
o Free Estlmates « Fully Insured

Liv Gullidge

07507824736
Parr’s Farm, Matford, EX2 8XT
llvllg.u!avlsh&g{@grnal|‘com

tump Grmdmg, Large or SmaII

« Free Estimates . v -
Call: Martin Jelf @n
on 01404 814761

or email: plgservices1@gmail.com

Experts in planning, heritage
and archaeology, our advice
and advocacy ensure
our clients’
projects are,
a success.

The Generator

Kings Wharf

VG O n Exeter EX2 4AN

01392 581150

PLANN]NG HERITAGE avalonplanning.co.uk

murray@avalonplanningh.co.uk
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Enjoy a discount when yﬂu ﬁn;i :
your neighbours book togethet!

mortgages
Your Mortgage Specialists
Experts Since 2007
We can help you with...

v/ Residential Mortgages v Buy to Let Mortgages
v/ Equity Release & Later Life Mortgages / Self-Build Mortgages
v Commercial Finance J/ Life Assurance

/ Critical Illness Cover « Income Protection

5* Reviews | Google & Facebook

@) 01404 813050 7 Broad Street, Ottery St. Mary, Devon, EX11 1BS

(=) info@exemortgages.co.uk

www.exemortgages.co.uk




YOUNG COMMUNITY
THEATRE 4ALL PRESENTS ‘
/

For Tickets Visit
° www.ticketsource.co.uk
Talaton Parish Hall RS

Wed |8th, Thurs 19th, Fri 20th March at 7.30pm

Dosrs and Bar (rom 7.00pm

Tickets £6 from TicketSource
on sale from Saturday |4th February 2026




Community Theatre 4All

Reflecting on ten years of community activity.

The company was formed in September 2015 when Julia Green and | came
together to begin the rehearsal process for “Godspell”. CT4A had ‘accidently’
been created because of a casual conversation between myself and Chris
Martin who, at the time, was the priest in charge of the Churches 4All Mission
Community. Chris had opened the 2014 Advent Service with the song,
“Prepare Ye The Way of the Lord” from the musical “Godspell” and following
the service. | had casually said to Chris what a great way it had been to start that
service. Chris agreed, saying that he had been in that show as a teenager.
Without thinking | said “Well why don’t we do it?” to which Chris replied, ‘Yes,
go for it" and ten years of very varied theatrical productions, presented in many
different venues, followed on from that moment! Godspell performed in St
Mary’s Church in March 2016.

The company has, while retaining its roots within the church, grown to
encompass the Talaton and Whimple village communities as well as welcoming
participants from the wider area.

The company’s second presentation was the original play entitled “In
Remembrance of a Lost Generation”. This was a First World War drama that
told the stories of the men whose lives are commemorated on the Whimple,
Talaton and Escot war memorials This production performed in both Talaton
Parish Hall and the Whimple Victory Hall in November 2016.

Subsequent productions have performed in many different venues and have
included an open-air “A Mid-Summer Night’s Dream” October 2017, “Christ in
the Concrete City” a modern Passion Play, March 2018, “An Evening of
Victorian Melodramas” touring village halls in November and December 2018,
“The Farndale Murder at Checkmate Manor” March 2019, “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” February 2020, “Talaton a War-Time
Refuge” (the story of Talaton’s Kindertransport children) April 2022, An Evening
of Two One Act plays (“The Bear” and “The Laboratory”) November 2023 and
most recently an open-air “Toad of Toad Hall” in July 2024. The company’s next
production, is the comedy “Par For The Course” performing on 26th, 27th and
28th February in Talaton Parish Hall.
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Looking to the Future

The company’s next production will be an adaptation of Thomas Hardy’s “Far
From The Madding Crowd”. Rehearsals for this will commence in the autumn
for performances in 2027. Plans are also in the early stages of development for
a Whimple based historical drama for performance in 2028. Both productions
will be large cast plays with a wide range of different sized parts and we are
eager to welcome new members to join the regular performers in both these
ventures. If you would like to be informed about participation in future
productions please email your details to:-

communitytheatre4all@yahoo.co.uk

Beyond these next two ventures no plans currently exist but what we do know
is that if the group is to continue to be a vibrant creative community theatre
company, providing good entertainment for the local community, then new
members need to join us to keep the group fresh, active and moving forward.
On a personal note | can’t imagine that in another ten years' time, when | will
be in my mid 80s, | will want to be as fully committed as | currently am! A new
driving force needs to come forward to help shape the next ten years!

Young Community Theatre 4All
Following the success of “Joseph” when the adult company of 30 were joined
by 20 Primary School children a youth group was formed. As well as joining
forces with the adult group for the production of “Toad’ this company has
undertaken its own productions. These have included a devised drama inspired
by the children’s book “Where the Wild Things Are” by Maurice Sendak. The
musical “Rats!” - a modern retelling of the story of The Pied Piper of Hamelin.
“The Little Prince” adapted for the stage from the book of the same name by
Antoine De Saint-Exupéry and “The King of The Golden River” adapted for the
stage from the book of the same name by John Ruskin.

Young Community Theatre 4All is in the final stages of rehearsal for their latest
production, a piece entitled “Vanity” which explores the theme of vanity within
Hans Christian Anderson’s cautionary tale “The Red Shoes” as well as in other
well-known fairy tales, legends and contemporary settings. “Vanity” performs
in Talaton Parish Hall from 18th to 20th March.

Tom Samson
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WHIMPLE VICTORY HALL
at the heart of the community
Registered Charity 291496

| wanted to take a moment to share what we’ve been doing at the Village Hall,
and to tell you what lies ahead. It’s also a good opportunity to remind everyone
that the hall is a volunteer led charity. Our Trustees give their time freely,
working behind the scenes to keep the hall in good condition and open to all.

Who keeps the hall running?

Management Team:

Sue Ayres, Rob Davis, Chris Olive, Ali Tierney, Di Wilkins,

Viv Brown, Glenn Starkey, Harry Trimblett

User Trustees and volunteer:

Arthur Iball, Paul Wilson, David Rastall, Helen Bowker,

Lynda Patrick, Jim Allwood, Zena Calverly.

Support Team:

Sue Thorne (Caretaker/Cleaner), Andy O’Brien (Garden Maintenance),

| am grateful for everything they do.
A great deal has been achieved over the past four years.

What have we done outside?

* Two diseased trees were removed, and the overgrown foliage along the
fence was cut back.

* The Red Telephone Box was refurbished and transformed into a Book
Exchange, thanks to Parish Council grant funding, community donations, and
Ali Large’s excellent interior refurbishment.

* The garden side exterior wall has been repainted and new lighting installed.
* A new bin shed keeps all waste bins tidy and together.

* We now have a green- waste bin and a grit bin.

* Old trellis and other redundant items were cleared, greatly improving the
appearance of the site.

* A wooden shed was installed to store the Gardening Clubs equipment.

* And finally, Arthur Iball kindly planted a wisteria in the garden and donated
a bench for everyone to enjoy.

Our gardener, Andy O’Brien, and long- standing volunteer, Zena Calverly,
continue to keep the grounds and flowerbeds looking wonderful. We are
extremely grateful for their work.

What have we done inside the hall?

* The kitchen mould problem has been addressed and is now less of an issue.
e Grant funding enabled us to install new hand dryers in several toilets.

* Further funding allowed us to replace the green baize and cushions on the
billiard table, which is used every week.

 Additional grants supported the installation of a new AV system and screen.
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 The ancient boiler was replaced with a modern, efficient model with remote
thermostat control.

* Outdated lighting in the main hall was upgraded to LED strips and
spotlights.

* Under- stage storage was created, making better use of an underused space.
And finally, the main hall has been redecorated and now looks fresh and
inviting.

But the biggest improvement is the new roof:

Last summer, with support from the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Grant, we
replaced the old single skinned metal roof, which offered almost no insulation
and left the hall cold in winter and overheated in summer, with a modern, triple
skinned insulated roof. The difference is noticeable. Even in this first winter, the
hall feels much warmer and our oil consumption has already reduced.

So what is next? Solar panels.

With support from the EDDC Carbon Fund we are preparing to install solar
panels on the hall roof. Although the hall’s older wiring has created some
challenges, we are confident these can be resolved before the August deadline.
Watch out for them.

But the best is yet to come - an Extension

Work is also progressing on our planned extension on the north side of the
building. This new space will provide a flexible, year- round daytime venue for
community use. As our fundraising thermometer shows, we still need to raise
over £200,000 of our £400,000 target before we can proceed.

How you can help

We ask that you please continue to support our village hall — whether by
donating, organising a fundraising event, or simply spreading the word. Every
contribution brings us closer to creating a modern, accessible space for the
whole community.

For more information, contact Sue Ayres on 01404 823082 or email
victoryhall.friends@outlook.com.

And don't forget — the hall is available for clubs, groups, private functions, and
summer garden events at very competitive rates.

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING OUR LOTTERY DRAW - called the 250K Club.

Join the 250K Club and support the hall while getting a chance to win every month!
For just £6 per month, the price of one coffee and cake, you can make a difference.

Sign up today!

Registration forms are available at the hall, or you can use the link below.
If you have any difficulties, feel free to message me — I'm happy to help.

https://tinyurl.com/whimple250kclub
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On the mild, dry evening of Saturday 17th January, people of all ages
came in droves and gathered at the Whimple Heritage Centre for an
authentic wassail experience.

The wassailers were led by The Master of the Wassail (Jeremy Wilson)
and the assembled crowd sung the Wassail song to the apple trees led
by local folk musician Jim Causley. Emma Palmer assisted the Wassail
royalty (Esme, Sully, Alice and Max) to put baked apples, toast and cider
in and around the apple trees and to recite the incantation. These six
people dressed the part in cloaks, smocks and leafy hats and crowns. The
ceremonies were accompanied by gunfire and a lot of noise generated
by the crowd using homemade instruments. Any evil spirits were

well and truly driven out of the trees by the cacophony of 1N
noise. We finished it all with more singing and @ﬁ v
refreshments at the Cricket Club.
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We would like to express our thanks to everyone
who helped to make the wassail such an enjoyable
evening. We would especially like to thank the New
Fountain Inn for closing their car park while the crowds
gathered at the start of the evening; Jim Causley, Emma
Palmer, and all of the musicians for adding to the atmosphere with
their music and for entertaining us all at the Cricket Club afterwards;
Whimple Cricket Club for allowing us to use their facilities; the orchard
owners for allowing us to wassail their trees; Whimple Stores for
supplying the pasties, pies and sausage rolls; Sandford Orchards for
donating the cider; our team of volunteers who led the proceedings,
marshalled the crowds, provided refreshments, fired the guns, lit the
fires, ran the souvenir shop and generally contributed to the evening; and
not forgetting, of course, all those who attended and made the whole
thing worthwhile. All funds raised go towards the costs of running this
event and the Whimple Heritage Centre. Thank you everyone!

Tina Kelly and Jenny Fells
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January begins and the new year beckons with all the
[ e anticipation, excitement and apprehension that entails.

[t’s also full of opportunities too for new friendships, fun
and a feeling of belonging. That’s the WI for you.
We've already enjoyed some incredibly beautiful, bright sunny days with
spectacularly cold and frosty evenings. | haven’t ventured far on foot as
| am keenly protective of my valued and appreciated NHS replacement
hips. Him indoors and the dog seem to have been quite content to play
throw and fetch with a ball on the lawn. It was not always the dog doing
the fetching, | noted.
It reminded me of the WI county skittles competition. We played Axe
River WI before Christmas, a keen bunch it has to be said. | was pretty
confident we would be knocked out but by some inexplicable turn of
fate, we weren’t! Yours truly was top scorer and contributed to Whimple
winning the match. So we’re set fair for the next round. Honestly! You
couldn’t make it up!
At the beginning of December, the torrential rain dampened spirits and
affected footfall for the King’s School Christmas fayre where we had a
cake stall (we are the WI after all). Sarah, Maggie and | were so proud of
our stall and the contributions so generously baked by our members.
This year we will concentrate on large cakes, small cakes and traybakes,
plus chutney which all sold well in spite of the weather.
No time to rest as on 9 December saw us headlong into the Christmas
party. With a considerable amount of planning, mainly by Sarah and
myself, 29 members were able to construct a festive door wreath to take
home. They all looked amazing and will be a hard act to follow this year.
Did | mention the scrumptious bring and share buffet we all enjoyed and
the fabulous raffle?
Our first meeting of the year, was supposed to be about the History of
Vaccines by Jo Yarwood, but unfortunately this had to be cancelled as
the projector was broken. We were fortunate in managing to get a
replacement speaker: Dr Jenny Moon, who spoke to us about the
History of Nursery Rhymes. This talk was very interesting and brought
back many memories.
We are all looking forward to our post Christmas lunch at an esteemed
local hostelry, just outside Whimple, in mid January. The food is
delightful and there’s always a warm, attentive welcome. Just how it
should be.
We have a full programme of speakers lined up and outings, events,
lunches, skittles in the pipeline. If you are interested then please contact
Marilyn on 01404 821860 for further details.

INSPIRING WOMEN

Happy New Year everyone!

Di Eden
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§ Hello

ENIX  Singers!

Ladies Chowr

We are a

Friendly 4 part Ladies Choir

We meet on

Mondays 2.00 - 3.30

(term-time only)

We meet at

the Station Hub, Ottery St Mary

We welcome

Singers with no experience or lots
We offer

2 free sessions
(£5 per session thereafter)
Just turn up or

contact Emma Palmer at

empalmusic@gmail.com
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Sam’s

CIRCUITS'

#&  Move Your Body at Whimple Parish Field!

Looking for a fun, energising way to stay active? This outdoor workout is designed for all fitness
levels and can be done right in the heart of our village. So pop on your headphones, pull on your
gym kit, and head to Whimple Parish Field for a breath of fresh air and a boost of movement!

%  The Session: Cardio + Functional Bodyweight Moves

This circuit blends heart-pumping cardio with strength-building exercises using just your

bodyweight. Each move is followed by a lap around the field to keep your heart rate up and enjoy
the scenery.

6 Warm-Up
e  Gentle jog around the field (1 lap)
(& Main Circuit
Repeat each exercise followed by 1 lap around the field:

1. Bodyweight Squats — 10 reps Strengthens legs and glutes ) #

2. Walking Lunges — 10m out and back Targets thighs and improves balance

o

9 ® "

4 A

3. Push-Ups — 10 reps Builds upper body and core strength

ool
ks

¢~ Rest for 1 minute w
4. Walk-Out Burpees — 10 reps Full-body activation without the jump
(!
L o "
n A £ N =
5. Jumping Jacks — 10 reps Boosts cardiovascular endurance
6. Plank Hold — 20 seconds Engages core and stabilising muscles
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& Well Done — You Did It!

You’ve completed your session — brilliant work! Now it’s time to help your body recover and

refuel.

0 First things first: Hydrate!

Drink plenty of water to replenish fluids and support muscle recovery.

I  Refuel with Smart Nutrition

After exercise, your body needs a mix of carbohydrates to restore energy and protein to repair and
build muscle. Here are some healthy, tasty options:

Healthy Carbohydrates

Wholegrain toast or bagel .
Brown rice or quinoa

Sweet potato .
Oats or porridge .
Fresh fruit like bananas, °

berries, or apples

Lean Protein Sources

Eggs (boiled, scrambled, or
in an omelette)

Greek yogurt

Cottage cheese

Chicken breast or turkey
slices

Tinned tuna or salmon
Plant-based options like
lentils, chickpeas, or tofu

o, SO
&’{/ fff

at

07591 599162

REVIVE YOGA

WITH SARAH

TUESDAY 6.30pm & 7.45pm* (evening unwind)
THURSDAY 9.30um & 10.45um (slow flow)

THE HUB, WILLOW VIEW PARK,
STRAIGHTWAY HEAD EXS 2QT

ALL WELCOME (*Suitable for beginners)

Contact reviveguernsey@gmail.com

.
WELCBEING
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Windows Beyond Whimple %

The Incomplete Highway to the Sun

In the small village of Whitwell on the edge of Rutland Water, a very
significant event took place in 1980. As one villager put it, “we may have
more ducks than people, but now we have a very special European
partner”. Whitwell, population 41, had been twinned with Paris, the
capital of France. How this ambitious and somewhat quirky idea came
about is not recorded, but it was nevertheless achieved. It may well have
had something to do with the consumption of large quantities of beer
but, one night, a small group decided to write to the then Mayor of Paris
- and future French President - Jacques Chirac, saying that if he did not
reply within two weeks, they would assume that Paris accepted their
offer of twinning. No response was forthcoming so the self-styled
committee duly organised a French-themed parade which took place to
mark their twinning accession. A local French teacher - and the only
French person to attend - was dressed in a Napoleon-style hat and driven
to the pub in an open-top Citroen. “a historic day in the development of
a uni’lced Europe” said the village mayor to a gathering of hundreds of
people.

Eventually, the French did reply with a firm "Non". They pointed out that
it was not possible because they were already twinned with Rome. But,
by then it was too late! The sign had been put up! ‘Whitwell. Twinned
with Paris’ - a local legend had been born and the last time | went past in
late 1990s, the sign was still there. As at March 2023 (Google Maps) it
remains in place.

Whimple may not be twinned with a European Capital City officially, but
it does have (almost) direct links to Rome. A clue to this is the name of
the road to the south of our parish - London Road. What’s that got to do
with it? Well, 1600 years ago our London Road was the main road, or
‘Chariot Way’, from Exeter (Isca Dumnoniorum) to London (Londinium),
which was the capital city of the Roman Empire province of Britain.
Construction of the road began shortly after the Roman invasion in
AD 43.

If, after taking the London Road to Londinium, you then travel on Watling
Street to Dover (Dubris) and cross the Channel, as history tells us, ‘All
roads lead to Rome’. Hence, Whimple’'s link to Rome.

The London Road later became the A30 which passed through the Parish
of Whimple. The ‘new’ A30 has been rerouted as a continuation of the
Honiton Bypass with dualling up to the M5. The old London Road, old
A30, is now known by the somewhat less romantic title, namely the
B3174.
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One gets an idea of Roman roads around the country from the fact that
they are invariably extremely straight. The A303 ‘Trunk Road’ is a 93 mile
stretch of road, west of Basingstoke to its junction with the A30 near
Upottery. Where it suddenly, without fanfare, just after the roadside café,
becomes the A30 once more.

The Honiton Bypass extension link to the M5, also has history. In
particular, the activities of Swampy, Animal, and Muppet Dave who tried
to impede its construction. The new A30 was eventually opened on the
6th August 1999 by John Prescott, Transport Secretary, just 5 days prior
to the ‘almost’ total eclipse of the sun.

Historically, the A30 is one of the most famous and iconic roads from
London to the West Country, running from Hounslow in West London to
Land's End. It is a major route for commerce and trade, and the route for
millions of holidaymakers over the years bound for ‘hopefully’ sun-
soaked golden beaches, cream teas, pasties and waving palm trees. In
more recent times for cultural pursuits, swimming, surfing, festivals and
much, much more.

By the early 1930s, it was already struggling to cope with summer
holiday traffic. So, in 1934 a collection of back roads and B-roads running
slightly to the north were reclassified as the new main road, heading
west. The bit in the middle, the rather ‘cobbled together’ alternative to
the A30, became the A303. Badged as a new improved route, it was
actually a centuries-old coaching route to the South West. In the late
1950’s it became an official Trunk Road. When the M3 opened in 1971,
the road spilt after Basingstoke with the M3 going down to
Southampton, and the A303 re-affirmed its status as the main route to
Devon and beyond.

One could certainly argue that the A303 is more than just a road, more
than just a route from A to B. It has a complex story of change, hope,
despair and of government failures. It is the story of the impact of the
geography, rich ancient archaeology, decades of modest road
improvements and persistent traffic jams. Many would say it is not just a
road, it’s a journey, an experience, not simply about getting there but a
motoring adventure. The A303 provides the chance to see the great
bluestones of Stonehenge, drovers’ tracks, tumuli, turnpikes, tollhouses
and wide-open vistas of Salisbury plain. However, it must be said that it
is still a road that is not quite fit for purpose and has been consistently let
down by governments of the day.

In Tom Fort’s book “The A303 Highway to the Sun”, also an acclaimed
television documentary, he gives voice to the many stories the road has
to tell. Not just the prehistoric paths dating from 2000 BC around
Stonehenge, but the Roman roads, medieval tracks and stage coaching,
the decline when railways arrived and then the revival in the 1930’s,
leading up to the creation of the new ‘A’ road. He tells also of the people,
the mad vicars, solstice seekers and wicked earls. It's our history,
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geography and culture wrapped up in one road and exemplifying the
English way of life.

The contentious issue regarding the A303 is still the Stonehenge stretch
that has been debated for years. The Tories unveiled plans for a 1.8-mile
tunnel, to which the Planning inspectors said “no”, as it would cause
“permanent, irreversible harm” to the site. In 2020, the Minister over-
ruled the inspectors and gave the go-ahead. In 2021, the Stonehenge
Alliance took the government to the High Court and the Minister’s
decision was found to be ‘unlawful’.

On the 14th July 2023 - the Secretary of State for Transport approved
the A303 Stonehenge ‘solution’” of a longer tunnel. Good news for
alleviating congestion, bad news for environmentalists. The next stage
was to seek a judicial review, arguing the plan should go back before the
inspectors. The chair of the Stonehenge Alliance, said, “We're up against
the might of the Department for Transport, National Highways.”

The Druid King, Arthur Pendragon, who was outside the High Court
stated, “It’s arrogance from the government. The inspectors have said it’s
a bad idea, but the government has just ignored them and decided they’ll
bloody well do what they want to do.” In May 2024 the Court of Appeal
upheld the campaigners’ case against the tunnel scheme and as such it
is now indefinitely delayed.

Whilst there have been improvements to the A303 between Sparkford
and llchester, the liminster By-Pass is still a dangerous three lane highway.
The improved link to the M5 at Taunton, which meant dualling the A358
from Southfield, was cancelled being deemed poor value for money and
of limited economic benefit. Now, it's no longer having a Route
Protection, which effects planning decisions that would have allowed for
road widening.

Currently, it looks like nothing much is happening to improve this famous
A30 and A303 ‘highway to the sun’ route. Being realistic, the journey
time for a beautiful West Country holiday is likely to take longer for those
in the Home Counties, and a continuous dual carriageway from London
to Exeter remains a dream.

Alan Lascelles MA - Feature Writer

Reference sources: Simon and Shuster (Publishers) A 303 Highway to the Sun - Tom Fort, Keep Left, BBC, New Civil

Engineer, National Highways, National World, Guardian, Motorway Services, JP.

WN Production Note:
Al-generated artwork created by Microsoft Copilot (2026). Custom prompts: “clipart-style Roman chariot silhouette" &

"clipart-style Victorian carriage silhouette"
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DC CARPENTERS LTD

Your Local, Trusted Carpentry & Building Team

Based in Whimple
We specialise in: We also carry out:
v Loft conversions v Flooring
v Extensions v Fencing
v House alterations v Decking
v Kitchens v Staircases

v Garden rooms, home offices v Doors
v General carpentry work

Qs 07980 889968

Qs 07715 335880
dccarpentersltd@aol.com

@ dccarpenters.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/dccarpenters
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A Window on Whimple’s Weather
November/December 2025

A wet autumn certainly seems to be making up for the spring and summer's
drought! Though even November and December had dry spells, especially in
the second halves of each month.

Slewton Crescent Weather Station: https://bit.ly/35gwR9K
Cobden Lane Weather Station: https://bit.ly/3bt3FTf

November -The first 15 days of the month were mild, wet and often windy,
contrasting with a much cooler and more settled second half to the month.
TemEeratures peaked at a balmy 17.4C on the 6th but apart from some
sunshine on 2nd and 8th, most days in the first fortnight were cloudy, with some
rain. The wettest days were the 9th, 11th and 13th-14th - with almost 30mm,
over an inch on these last 2 days, coinciding with Storm Claudia. But strongest
winds were during the afternoon of the 9th, when gusts reached 46 km/h.
Pressure rose strongly 15th to 16th as a sunny, cold northerly set in for 10 days.
Sharp frosts occurred on most days, including -5.2C early on the 21st. TKe
month ended milder from the 27th and wetter again.

December - This month followed a similar pattern, with a wet, mild first half and
drier, cold second. Overall it was the wettest month ﬁ145.4mm? since January,
which had 147.6mm. Storm Bram peaked in Whimple as a cold front moved
through early pm on the 9th bringing damaging gusts to 58.7km/h. The wettest
day of the month was on the 15th with 24.4mm, just under an inch, due to a
wriggling cold front across Devon! The 3rd week was less mild and a little less
wet (apart from the 18th) - but the main change occurred on Christmas Eve
when it became noticeably colder, as high pressure built and a bitter north-east
wind picked up, making carols in The Square decidedly chilly! Then the
Christmas / New Year week was completely dry, cold and with alternating
sunny/cloudy days. New Year’s Eve was bitterly cold with temperatures down
to -5.4C, heralding a cold start to 2026...

2025 November Date December Date
Warmest Day 17.4°C 06/11/2025 14.8 °C 07/12/2025
Coolest Night [5.2°C 21/11/2025 [5.4°C 31/12/2025
Windiest 24hrs  [34.3 km/h 09/11/2025 43.1 km/h 09/12/2025
Highest Gust 46.0 km/h 09/11/2025 58.7 km/h 09/12/2025
Wettest 24hrs 18.2 mm 14/11/2025 24.4 mm 15/12/2025
Av. Maximum 12.7°C N/A 10.4 °C N/A
Av. Minimum 5.1°C N/A 3.5°C N/A
Total Rain 127.9 mm N/A 145.4 mm N/A
Total Sunshine 49.3 kWh/kW [111.5% of Av.  [40.9 kWh/kW  [131.3% of Av.

Phil Dominy & David Brewer

Please send any comments/questions to dominypr@hotmail.com
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Reiki Healing

An alternative, holistic form of healing

Reiki may help you with

Stress A
Anxiety

Being overwhelmed
Chakra balancing
Pain management
Spiritual connection
Relaxation Rl

Tarot Readings can
give you a different
perspective on life

Sometimes we feel a bit stuck, feel like we are
at a crossroads, or are looking for guidance.

Whatever your question, | work with you,
often creating a unigue tarot spread to see
what the cards reveal for you!

1 hour Tarot Reaing £40
) Rapid Read £15
Tarot P&I"ly {for up to & people) £120

1 hour session £50 v
30 minute session £30
Distance Reiki £30
Reiki training available

To book contact Kerry: 07791 171821 Chi- quil ibriu
@ n kerry@chi-quilibrium.com www.chi- qutllbnum com sl ' .
40 Slewton Crescent, Whimple, EXS 204 T

Leading the way in providing an AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL service
&,

S s WESTMINSTER LAW
3{4,/ m\,‘-:? Wills ~ Estate Planning ~ Probate

If you are over 60 it will cost you only
£95* for us to prepare your Will.

3 We are also Lasting Power of

" Attorney Specialists - only £110* each
LPA if instructed during the Will
b appointment.

Our prices include home visits*, VAT
and Inheritance Tax advice.

| Call us now for a no obligation chat
- on: 01626 243131

k ~ South Devon email: mp@westminster-law.co.uk

Westminster taw Smlth Dewan Ltd, 8 Pengelly Close, Kingsteignton, Devon TQ12 3FZ
*These very special rates are only available if you are over 60 years old.
Our normal price for a standard single Will is £150, or £250 for a couple. *Minimum spend for a free home visit is £95.
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even if you’re committed to it, it can be difficult to
translate its goals into everyday actions that genuinely
make a difference.

I: I: I:/‘\": Sustainability is a worthy—and important—aim, but
\ e \

= |, Honiton

In 2009, Martine Postma decided to do something about this challenge and
founded the Repair Café. Repair Café is a charity that aims to reduce the
amount of stuff we throw away. To give you an idea of the scale of the problem:
the UK ranks 2nd in the world for the amount of electrical waste (‘e- waste’)
produced per person. The concept behind Repair Café is simple: people bring
faulty, broken, or damaged items, and volunteers repair them - free of charge.

The temptation to throw things away is made all the greater because many
items, especially small white goods, are relatively cheap, not designed to be
repaired, and often costly to fix (if it's even possible). As a society, we've
become less inclined to repair things, and many of us have lost the required
skills. Yet the success of this simple idea has been remarkable: from a single café
in 2009, there are now more than 3,800 worldwide.

Beyond reducing waste and saving money, Repair Cafés offer unexpected
secondary benefits. Many of the items brought in hold sentimental value, and
there’s a real ‘feel good factor’ in hearing the stories behind them from the
people who bring them in. You can’t help but smile when seeing the look of joy
in the face of someone when they see their 60 year old toy doll back together
again after so many years. And there was a look of relief with the realisation of
how much a fully working riser chair would ease the lives of them and their
elderly relative.

The rewards extend to the volunteers too. Repairing a rocking horse, a child’s
toy, or someone’s ancient hoover gives a great sense of satisfaction. There’s
also a great pleasure in the mental challenge of diagnosing a problem and
working out how it can be fixed—often requiring a great deal of ingenuity.

There is almost no limit to the variety of items that come through the door:
stereos, keyboards, toys, lamps—making it difficult to know what tools to bring.
And it’s not only mechanical and electrical items; clothing repairs are often
needed too, including replacing zips, buttons, patches, and more.

There are a number of Repair Cafés in Devon, and their locations can be found
on the Repair Café Organisation website. Our one operates in School Lane,
Honiton, and has been running for about a year. It opens on the 3rd Saturday
of every month, from 9.15am to midday.

So if you have something that you’d rather not throw away or that needs a little
TLC, bring it along. We'll do our best to fix it for free—though we wouldn’t say
no to a contribution towards our running costs. You can try our excellent home-
made cakes while you wait.

John Bullard
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Window Cleoning, Lown Cutting, Stimming, Hedge .E
Cutting, Garden Cleoraonce, Shed Erecling, Fence

Erecting, Erection of Wooden Leon To, Fence  °
Stoining, Potio Laying, Patio Cleaning, Decking
Cleaning, Decking Assembly, Jet Wash Driveways
and Paths, Painting (Inside & Qut), Gutter Cleoning,
Gutter Renewal Facias and Roof Repairs (10 Years
EUL?HI"II:'} Ex penance)

Home: 01404 822345
Mobile: 07759 466671

T

Cullgrmpion
01884 35558

H H Iremrton
Care, Compassion and Commitment S ek

Dedicated farm and companion animal vets and nurses,

caring for your livestock and pets
24 hours a day

01404 44095

ke
015884 841317

www.valeveterinarygroup.co.uk




Aluminium tower, harness and fall arrest block hire available Q UA LlTY SCA FFO LD | N G AT
- AFFORDABLE PRICES

Based in Dunkeswell
Covering all areas of Devon & Somerset

Contact Steve
T: 01404 891813

Contact us now to discuss your requirements

Office (01404) 891813
Mobile: 07789 555685

ridge.scaffolding@gmail.com www.ﬁdgescaﬁoidingsewices.eo.uk ridge.scaffolding@gmail.com
Full Public Liability Insurance

We are a friendly, qualified team here to meet all your requirements for domestic,
commercial or industrial scaffolding. We offer an efficent, reliable service and
provide free non-obligation quotes guaranteed to beat any genuine produced quote.

EVERGLOW

Chimney Sweeps

Whimple based and your LOCAL sweep

NO MESS, NO FUSS
APICS Member, Fully Insured

Tel: 07522 619308
Email: everglowchimneys@gmail.com

v'?:"s-%
;?ESE m SFA APPROVED
e £ " CHIMNEY SWEEP

46

&‘“” Wiy,



Looking after your trees and
gardens for over 25 years

Sid Valley

Tree Surgery
& Landscapes

TREE SURGERY
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING

GARDEN CLEARANCE
FULL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
FREE QUOTATIONS

Mobile: 07880 797613

www.sidvalleytreesurgery.co.uk

69 e NIPTC ISR

Aerial Services

(Mike Cummings)

= Same Day Service Avallable

= T Days A Week

» Sales, Service, Installation

* Repairs & Reception Problems
= Digital Aerial Upgrades

= CCTV Systems

=  WI-Fl Hotspots

= TV Wall Mounting

01392 279513

07836 641635

www.aerlal-services-mikecummings.co.uk

NO CALL OUT CHARGE - FREE ESTIMATES

ek I Freeview oifem
digﬁ@ ﬂq")

Rochelles' Curtains

Blinds and Foam
Phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk
07525 618286 (Phil)
We come to you
for measuring, quoting and fitting

Made to measure Curtains and Blinds
Wide selection of fabrics

FOAM cut to size for upholstery/caravans/boats elc.
Revive old furniture
Upholstery foam/Closed cell foam/Memory foam toppers
Polystyrene bead for bean bags
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25 years ago

Looking back to Whimple News in February 25 years ago a few things caught my eye. One
was a report of the passing of John Shepherd - the self-appointed Mayor of Whimple. John
was a great character and a driving force in the History Society. Here is the tribute to John
as it appeared in that edition:

Robert John Shepherd or John as he was known to many, was born in January 1934
and lived all his life, and sadly died on 30th December 2000, in the same house in Grove
Road. He attended the village school, was in the local Scout pack and a choirboy. John first
went to work at Howards TV business in Exeter. Most of his working life was, however, spent
with the Water Board. On retirement he embraced the new technical age being the first
person in Whimple to have a computer. He used it to good effect compiling the accounts
and records of many local businesses. He answered the call of his country and served in The
Royal Air Force for his National Service. He joined the village branch of The Royal British
Legion and at his death had been Chairman of the men's branch for a number of years.

John took over leadership of an embryo youth club and transformed it. Firstly, changing the
name to White Arrow Youth Organisation. He decided it's function was educational as well
as fun. He engineered the taking over of a cottage at The Hand and Pen junction and, with
the willing help of the youth of the village, converted it into a first class club with many
facilities modern day clubs would envy. But the club was only a base; he organised year
after year trips away and many other activities. One offshoot from the youth organisation
was the first village newspaper, produced by the members under his direction.

He was one of those who established the village Tennis Club. To raise funds for the court
and clubhouse he took a leading part in the fund raising 'Star Spangled Review’. He helped
in many other aspects of the fund raising and was also a leading member of the enthusiastic
band who dug the foundations, trenches for drainage and erected fencing.

His performing talents were also to the fore in a duo with the late Ken Stone, of Devon Talks
and Dialect. For 34 years he ran a Christmas Club.

He was a patriot, and English through and through.

A staunch member of The Society of St. George. He was a leading organiser in the village
celebrations of Her Majesty The Queen's Silver Jubilee and the wedding of The Prince of
Wales.

Stallcombe House at Woodbury was also one of his charitable interests and he devoted
much time and patience supporting the residents.

Although not a gardener himself, he became very much involved with the VPA and it was
he who used his computer to cope with recording entries and statistics each year.

John was a familiar visitor to the village school, playgroup and Scouts where he gave many
a talk. To help give these talks he accumulated a lot of information about the history of the
village. In 1989 it was his idea to gather together interested residents to form a formal
organisation to safeguard that history. His drive and enthusiasm resulted in the formation of
Whimple History Society. His ability to enthuse others has resulted in that society now
having nearly 150 members. 474 years ago he thought that the society ought to have a
permanent home. Last year a suitable one was found - Lockyear’s Linhay in the grounds of
The New Fountain Inn. Meanwhile, his enthusiasm and drive had infested the society, and
its members, and fund raising led by him had produced £40,000, enough to buy the Linhay
and much of the adjoining ground for future expansion. He instituted a number of events in
the society to mark millennium year. The last of these was to restore The Tethering Ring
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outside the Old Post Office, by the stream in The Square in front of The Manse. He was to
unveil it on 31st December. The previous morning it was set in the ground. We now know
it was being done at the time of his heart attack.

Many readers have sat in the church to watch and listen to the many wonderful 'Son et
Lumiere' performances telling the history of the church. They were John's idea. He wrote
the script, recruited the actors, rehearsed them, recorded sound and music and directed the
performances.

He was well known for two uniforms. A red one trimmed with white - Father Christmas. Two
Christmas's ago he toned down his appearances to only those in Whimple. Prior to then, for
over 30 years, he appeared at 25 other schools, homes and charity events in Exeter, Honiton
and East Devon. His second uniform was, of course, that of Mayor. He revived the age-old
post and graced many village events in his flowing cloak and coloured waistcoat.

John was a faithful friend to many, a sincere man, someone who was happy and jolly, with
bags of energy, enthusiasm and keenness in everything he did. | am sure you can think of
your own plaudits, all will be well deserved.

It was fitting, and a great compliment to him, that nearly 300 persons crowded into the
church for his funeral. His Mayoral Insignia were taken in, the local British Legion Standard
was paraded and the Cross of St. George flew from the tower.

The congregation joined in saying a Farewell from Whimple:
John we salute you
Whimple thanks you \\

Bob Scanlan

DEVs»
DRANKS
SOLUTIONS

#PerfectingYourCraft
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J Whimple Cricket Club

With the days getting longer and the weather beginning to brighten, we
can start to look forward to a new cricket season ahead.

The club has wintered well. Dog walkers and other visitors will have
noticed that the outfield is looking better than ever for the time of year,
thanks to the efforts of our robot mower (nicknamed Mowin’ Ali!), which
has kept going through much of the winter. You may also have seen
advertising at the club for foodservice, as we have been renting the
kitchen and pavilion to a local catering company.

We are looking forward to a bumper summer of cricket across all our
teams. We expect to be competitive on Saturday afternoons with our 1st
Xl and 2nd Xl sides; our women’s 1st XI will be taking the next step by
entering the T20 Plate competition; and our social and friendly cricket
calendar is coming together nicely. Junior cricket will see us field teams
at Under 11, Under 13 (two sides), and Under 15 hardball age groups. For
our younger cricketers, we will be running both the ECB All Stars and
Dynamos programmes. There will be a lot going on between April and
September!

Our winter training programme is now under way, and this is open to
cricketers of all ages and abilities. If you would like to get involved, please
contact us. We are also on the perennial lookout for extra help during the
summer, in the form of administrative assistance, cricket coaches,
umpires, scorers, BBQ helpers, bar staff, and all of the usual roles that
come with running a cricket club. We welcome anyone interested in
getting involved.

Please do follow us on social media for the latest news. Summer fixtures
and dates will be available soon at www.whimplecc.co.uk. League
fixtures are already confirmed, with other dates to follow shortly.

James Woollam
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SHORT MAT BOWLS

P —

SH@ 4 MﬂA/T
i) *°

We play Short Mat Bowls every Wednesday at 7.00 pm. We are looking for
new members to join us please. Come along to the Victory Hall. You will be
very welcome. Bowls can be provided.

v Apsleys

Build Consultants
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANTS
PLANNING & PROPERTY EXPERTS

07896 665903 Accountancy
. Taxation
randall@buildconsultants.co.uk
Payroll

Probate Services
Building Design & Planning Permission R&D Tax Credits
Commercial and Residential

Corporate Finance
Company Secretarial

Hot Desks for rent daily tiverton@apsleys.com
Co-working Space 01884 257725
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Philip Renout

Architectural Design

07923 810 363

P
R
A info@pr-architecture.co.uk
D

Highfield, Clyst Hydon, Cullompton, EX15 2NF

We are an established local architectural
practise, based in East Devon. Experienced in
all aspects of architectural design, planning
and building regulations. Call for a free, no
obligation consultation;

Extensions Alterations New Builds
Conversions Outbuildings




BUILD WITH

CARPENTER, KITCHEN FITTER

JOINER
INNOVATIVE.COMPETITIVE.REPUTABLE

EXCEPTIONAL STANDARD OF COMPLETION
FLEXIBLE TO ALL CLIENTS PRECISE NEEDS

HENRY TETLEY
07868658421

EMAIL: buildwithtetley@gmail.com

SCAN QR CODE TO ACCESS MY ONLINE
PORTFOLIO OF WORK

Could a Personal

Assistant make life

t.. Hut“ are
SUPFORT
a little easler?

The affordable alternative to home care,
where you choose who supports you

Hub Personal Assistants can help with:

« Companionship

* Domestic tasks

= Meal preparation

* Personal care

* Shopping

* Respite

® Live-care

* Assistance to appointments

Call us today for a friendly ng obligation chat.

BRICKWORK&MASONRY
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate
alteration-barns-hard landscaperepairs
Your friendly, reliable local tradesman

No job too small.

Telephone Mark on
822913 or
07817097721

Email - mproberts@live.co.uk

3 The Signals o &%
Talaton Road
Whimple
Exeter

EX5 ZQL City and Guilds

Qualified

Garden Machinery
e Sales, .. .® Repairs

o @@mcmg

Andrew has over 20 years experience
in the garden machinery industry.
Previously at Otter Nurseries & more
recently at P.J.Flegg.

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN MACHINERY NEEDS
CALL ANDREW TODAY

01404 823100/07773 579072

Moorview Industrial Estate Straightway
Head Whimple Devon. EX5 2QT

Email: lambhillgardenmachinery@hotmail.co.uk
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Whimple and District Gardening Club

By the time this edition of the News reaches everyone, January will have
come and gone and we will have had our first meeting of the year which
once again was our AGM and was held on Friday 23 January 2026 in
the Village Hall. It was good to be able to report on a year with an
interesting programme of events which included three talks, two coach
trips, our quiz night, the plant sale and of course the 70! anniversary of
the Flower and Craft Show. All in all, it was a very good year.

Regrettably, we have now reached a situation with the Club where it has
reached something of a crossroads in its existence. For many years we
have been very fortunate in that we have had a succession of people to
join the Committee who have carried out a lot of the important roles for
us. Unfortunately over the last few years we have been unable to attract
new members to join our Committee and take on these roles. A number
of people have very kindly helped us from time to time but it is active
Committee Members that we urgently need. We learnt at our last
meeting that some six members of the Committee were standing down
and these were key members who carried out a number of important
roles for the Club. This has left us with just four members to run the Club.
Whether we will have some new members come forward at the AGM to
take on some of these roles we will only know at the meeting. However,
without any new members coming forward, it will be difficult to see how
we can run any events this year. We shall have to try to recruit people
throughout the year.

Hopefully we will get some response at the AGM and we will see what
we can do for this year. Having run so many successful events over the
years, the last thing we would wish to do is to try and run any event
without the necessary resources to do so.

Paul Wilson,

Hon. Chairman
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R DIARY

Whlmple Garden i
June 6th & 7th 202

e .

Whimple Garden Safari 2026
Put the date in your diary!

Would you like to open your garden?

If so please contact:
Barry Goodman: 07866 724242
Sue Bellamy: 07778 129804

If you love your garden, no matter how big — so will others
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WHIMPLE. EXETER. DEVON . TELEPHONE: 01404 822584

W RESILIENCE RESBLEFULNESS RILLT RESPONSIBILITY REASONING REFLLCTION

January 2026
Happy New Year from everyone at Whimple Primary School!

Our Christmas events were a great success, with the church packed out
for our Nativity and Carol Service. A number of children in our Rock
Steady Bands performed to the school and their parents, really putting us
in the festive mood. It was lovely to see and hear how their skills have
developed and improved over tKe past term.

Sponsored Event for Charity

i We held our sponsored ‘Three-Legged Marathon’

| back in December. You may have seen or heard a lot

8 of laughter as you passed, Yuckily on one of the few
sunny days we had. A minimum of four pairs of
4 children walked around a circuit in the lower
playground from 9.15am until 3.15pm. Every class was
allocated a slot and there were often more than four
pairs making their way around the circuit - some even
managed to run together! A total of 3503 circuits
were completed which is equivalent to 140km - the
same distance as Whimple to Stonehenge! We are
really proud of the children and all that they achieved.

A ﬁrand total of £1000 was raised from this and a
cake sale, which was be split between Children in
Need and Exeter Leukaemia Fund.
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Dreams and Goals

As we start a new calendar year, our Personal, Social, Health and
Economic focus is ‘Dreams and Goals'. This also links in well with our skill
focus, ‘Planning’ (previously Aiming High) and ‘Listening’.

IT'hI? v(;l/eekly lessons and assemblies develop knowledge and opportunities
Inked to:

* Staying motivated when doing something
challenging

How to keep trying even when it is difficult
How working with a partner can help

Having a positive attitude

Helping others to achieve their goals
Wogking hard to achieve our own dreams and
goals

Children will be given time to decide on their goals and work on
developing them. As adults, we often need these reminders and some
support with these things, despite our best intentions.

“The distance between dreams and reality is called action.” Brian Tracy

School Wassail

Following on from our apple picking and pressing, the school went on
their annual Wassail on Friday 16th January; it was Fed by our visitors: Mrs
Palmer and Jim Causley. We would like to thank them for coming and
teaching us the son% leading us to the orchard and guiding us through this
tradition. Then the four royals, from year 6, ﬁUt apples and toast in three
different trees while asking the trees to wake up and be ready to have
buds and blossom. We shouted hurrah, sang the wassail song really well
and then made lots of noise - which we all enjoyed.

Continued over side...
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Design Technology

Textiles was a theme across many classes at the end of last term. Children
had to research, plan, design and make something linked to a chosen
theme. The needles were out and the sewing skills put to the test. A great
variety of things were made, with resilience, patience and perseverance
put to the test.

Bags were made by our oldest children in Willow Class, whilst ‘Elf" shoes
were the focus in Beech Class. Purses for Oak Class and Christmas
decorations for some in ElIm Class. Some lovely products were made.
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Whimple Fest

WHIMPLE FEST 26 SAVE THE DATE

Our wonderful village community event will be taking place on SATURDAY 4
JULY 12-5.30pm on THE PARISH FIELD. However, we still do need help

urgently for the following positions -

KX

X

W“ﬂ( W

CO-ORDINATOR for KIDS’ ZONE

0nm

R=x

One or more persons to head up this
important area. Various fun activities are
already booked - inflatables, face painting,
Craft Cabin, face in the hole boards, Mr
Bubbles etc. So someone is needed to add to
this & head up activities on the day.

ORGANIZOR of TUG of WAR

Basically one or more persons to recruit

COMPETITION teams and run the event on the day
GENERAL HELP As always, volunteers for an hour or two to

help SET UP, SET DOWN & HELP ON THE
DAY are SO welcome.

Please contact sue.turneri@sky.com ALL volunteers welcome
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS ¢« WHIMPLE *#

Y "
SARAH JANESZ

OpenTuesdays to Saturdays from 9am

To book an appointment ring 01404 823400 or 07494 365547
or book through my Facebook page

New Inn Cross, Whimple EX5 2TT. Tel 01404 823 400

O’DELLPLUMBING & HEATING

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com
07974 818833

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS.
BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS.
BATHROOMS & SHOWERS.

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS.
UNDERFLOOR HEATING.
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ions in Whimple

Organisat

Devon County Councillor (Ward member for Whimple and Rockbeare)

Cathy Connor (cathy.connor@devon.gov.uk)

East Devon District Councillor:

Todd Olive (toddolive@eastdevon.gov.uk)

Parish Council (www.whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk)
Contact: Amy Tregellas (clerk@whimpleparishcouncil.gov.uk)
Primary School (admin@whimple-primary.devon.sch.uk)
Headteacher: Carole Shilston

Chair of Governors: Jackie Enright

Whimple School PTA (Whimple.pta@gmail.com)
St. Mary’s Church

Parish Priest: Rev. Gudrun Thomas

Impact Cell: Helen Bowker

Bellringers: Andrea Young

Book Group

Alison Betts

Cricket Club (jameswoollam@gmail.com)

Booking Secretary: James Woollam

Football Club

Chairman: Victoria Kendrew

Secretary: Lee Wheaton

Front Row Club

email: frontrowclub@gmail.com

New Whimple Book Club

Melissa Ironside (melironside@yahoo.co.uk)

History Society

Secretary: Jenny Fells (jennyfells@btinternet.com)
Over Sixties Club

Chairman: Arthur Iball

Secretary: Beryl Iball

Pre-School & Toddler Group (www.whimplepreschool.com)
Chair: Hayley Seldon

Information: Jo Sibley (admin@whimplepreschool.com)
Recreation Trust

Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Roger Smith

Table Tennis Club

Matt Hilling

Tennis Club

Secretary: Viv Brown

Treasurer: Glenn Starkey

Victory Hall

Chair: Sue Ayres

Secretary: Di Wilkins

Booking Sec: Ali Tierney

Whimple Fest

Contact: Sue Turner (sue.turnerl @sky.com)
Whimple and District Gardening Club

Chairman; Paul Wilson

Whimpletons

Cathy Bartlett-Horwood

Womens Institute

President: Sarah Hogg

Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers:
Secretary: Jack Tucker

Whimple Scouts

Group Scout Leader: Paul Lambell (paullambell03@gmail.com)

Scout Hut and Marquee Booking: Alex Spry (alexspry@yahoo.co.uk)

61

07925 847933

01404 822584

01404 823394
01404 823193
07833 552855
07779 631638
07989 234372

07966 550260
077341 52120

07789 957475
01404 822104

01404 822905
01404 822905

07736 272668
07794 652549

01404 822244
07720 838003

07876 653264
07967 698600

01404 823082

07974 468513
07778 681280

01404 822744
01404 823944
01404 822886
07724 390839



The Whimple News Team WN160

whimplenews@gmail.com

Editor
Samantha Upton

Advertising
Jenny Fells

Production
Bob Scanlan
Tomm¥ Tooze
Sarah Thackeray

Deliver
Cyathy Sharkey

Treasurer
Miles Leonard

Community Diary
Louise Scanlan )
whimplediary@gmail.com

W.A.R.T.S OIL ORDER DATES for 2026
Monday 12th January

Monday 23rd March
Monday 13th July Ty r—
Monday 12th October WART 4 %
‘@t YF £ !‘,if}ga T

We would kindly remind you:
ALL ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD BE PLACED AT LEAST
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE ABOVE ORDER DATES!

(Minimum order: 500 litres. Please allow a further 10 days for delivery)

All existing (and potential new) members with access to e-mail may contact
Graham Batten with their order/*registration at gkbatten@btinternet.com .
If you are without email you may call 01404 823317

*Registration to include: Name/Address/Postcode and Telephone Number
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CONTACT OUR OFFICE

TODAY FOR A
FREE VALUATION
Ha“ & SCOtt AND MORE INFORMATION
ESTATE ARakTa ABOUT OUR SERVICES

CALL: 01404 812000
VISIT:HALLANDSCOTT.CO.UK
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the Jack m the Green

VALENTINE’S SPECIAL

Say it in style with a delicious evening of stunning local
food and drink at the Jack. Whilst Craig pulls out all the
stops in the kitchen, Miranda, Kirsty and the team will
ensure superb, seamless service in the restaurant.

Or for a lighter alternative, why not enjoy lunch and
choose from our normal Pub Classics or A’ la Carte menu.
The bar will also be open for cheeky cocktails all day!

CHARITY MUSIC BINGO

Join us on Friday 27th February for a night of live
music, laughter, curry and feel-good vibes as we raise
money for FORCE. Host Alex Dobson will guide you
through two rounds of music bingo, slotted between a
Thai green curry and our famous sticky toffee pudding.
£35pp with all proceeds going to FORCE Cancer.

JITG BREAKFAST CLUB

It’s back and tastier than ever! Swing by on the first Saturday
of every month for the perfect full English, breakfast stack
or whatever you fancy - there’s always plenty of choice.
Book online for Saturday 7th February or just turn up!

www.jackinthegreen.uk.com | Tel: 01404 822240



